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Some weeks ago I was approached by a 
representative of the extra-mural depart- 
ment of a university for whom I have 
already done a good deal of work, and in- 
vited to do a series of lectures on current 
affairs to a local Army group. As I am a 
full-time tutor in adult education, it was 
natural that I should be approached, and 
since it seemed to me to be well worth 
while to have the opportunity of teaching 
a group of twenty adults, I readily agreed. 
It was arranged that I should take a course 
of three lectures, cach lasting an hour and 
a half. I was taken along to the depot, 
introduced to the staff sergeant, and then 
invited to have a drink with the tutor from 
whom I was taking over. 


This tutor was himself on the staff of the 
extra-mural department. He had been en- 
gaged full-time in forces education, but was 
being transferred elscwhere. He was very 
friendly and helpful, but seemed a bit em- 
barrassed. 


As we talked the reason for his embarrass- 
ment grew obvious, He had clearly been 


EDITORIAL 


Michael Randle's article on “ Vassall’s Un- 
heard Evidence ” in last week’s Peace News 
received very wide coverage in the press 
both in this country and abroad. The main 
points, however, were not widely under- 
stood. 


The article stated that there was evidence, 
highly relevant to the case of Mr, Mul- 
holland, the imprisoned Daily Mail jour- 
nalist, which had not been made public. It 
also stated that this evidence was almost 
certainly in the hands of the Radcliffe 
Tribunal, 


At a press conference on March 14 Michael 
Randle repeatedly emphasised that the 
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told to ask me a few questions. He hoped 
I wouldn't mind, but there were one or two 
points he would like to get clear. Had I, 
for instance, ever been a Communist ? Or 
a member of CND? Was there anything 
in my record Army Intelligence could pos- 
sibly object to? He stressed that there 
was no question of the university doubting 
my academic qualifications or my integrity 
as a teacher - but Security regulations were 
very tight. Tf I would just tell him al! 
about my political opinions he would dis- 
cuss the matter with his superior, who 
would then decide if it would be worth- 
while forwarding my name to the Army. 


My first reaction was to say that my poli- 
tical opinions were no concern of the uni- 
versity, and that if my integrity as a 
teacher was accepted, I didn’t see that it 
made any dilference what I believed. But 
he was clearly in a very uncomfortable 
position, and presently I told him that I 
had been associated with CND, although I 
couldn't share any simple-minded faith in 
“Ban the Bomb “ slogans; that I wrote a 
theatre column for Peace News; and that 


evidence published in Peace News was 
already in the hands of the Treasury 
solicitors. 


According to Mr. Vassall, two Treasury 
solicitors, Messrs. Charlton and Chitty, 
actually came to Wormwood Scrubs Prison 
with photostat copies of Mr. Vassall’s state- 
ment on Saturday, February 9. One of 
these, Mr. Charlton, was asked about the 
statement by a reporter on March 14. He 
said: “I don’t know anything about that 
statement. I haven't got the time to read 
Peace News. . ." (Daily Mail, March 15.) 
However, on March 15 the Law Officers’ 
Department of the Royal Courts of Justice 
issued a statement that the tribunal had 
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In this week’s issue 


Albert Hunt’s theatre column 
Dave Gelly-High brows and low 
Jerry Lehmann-Peace Corps si 


Danilo Dolci interview 


Allan Horsfall- Homosexuality 
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the RAF probably had my name on their 
files in connection with one of the Swaff- 
ham demonstrations. Two days later I was 
informed by ‘phone that it had been 
decided that there was no point in going 
any further, 


Now there are, it seems to me, two im- 
portant issucs raised by this incident. The 
first concerns the role of the university. 
For when the university plans courses for 
industry it is always stressed that the uni- 
versily’s job is not to turn out betier 
workers, but to offer libera] education. In 
other words, the university offers education 
on its own terms. This is clearly not the 
case where Forces education is concerned. 


The second issue relates to the role of 
education in the Forces. For adult educa- 
tion is primarily aimed at teaching people 
to think for themselves - any tutor who 
trices to impose his own views on a class is 
a bad tutor. Forces education, on the other 
hand, is clearly very much afraid that 
people might begin to think for themselves. 
Egucation in the Army is intended to pro- 


i) GUE NODA MOTUS SS ROOTES Ue DBUA SST TS Nt NOE I MEA 3) AORN ODT A CSB 


Was Mulhoiiand improperly convicted? 


seen at least some of the evidence referred 
to in Michael Randle’s article. This seemed 
definitely to confirm one of the most im- 
portant parts of the article - that such 
evidence existed, that the tribunal had 
almost certainly seen it, and that it had not 
been made public. 


On Friday evening Michacl Randle issued 
a press statement in which he said: 


“The statement made today by the Law 
Officers’ Department of the Royal Courts 
of Justice confirms that Mr, Vassall was 
telling me the truth when he told me that 
he had made a statement after his appear- 
ance at a public hearing of the Radcliffe 
Tribunal.” 


He went on to point out that if Mr. Vassall 
had also told him the truth about the con- 
tent of the statement, this was surely rele- 
vant to the case of Mr. Mulholland and 
should have been made available to his 
solicitor before his appeal on February 13. 
According to the Law Officers, it was in 
the hands of the tribunal by February 7. 
Was it in fact made available to Mr, Mul- 
holland’s solicitor or counsel ? Comment- 
ing on the Law Officers’ statement that Mr. 
Vassall’s evidence was addressed to Lord 
Radcliffe, Michael Randle agreed that this 
may well have been so. 


“T think he told me it was headed ‘To 
Lord Radcliffe,’ though I cannot be com- 
pletely sure on this point. But he did 
make it absolutely clear that he wished 
the statement to be seen by no one, not 
even the Treasury solicitors, until he had 
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mote what George Orwell called “ good- 
think.” And as long as the university is 
prepared to go along with this, decent 


people like my colleague will find them- 
selves doing Security’s dirty work. 


But there is a third point which is interest- 
ing. If I had taken this course I would 
have seen twenty men for a total of four 
and a half hours in their lives. Even if I 
had been completely unscrupulous, and had 
deliberately set about spreading subversion, 
I find it hard to believe that three talks 
followed by discussion could have done 
much harm to the Army. The hyper-sensi- 
tivity of Army Intelligence suggests that the 
ordinary soldier is so stupid that he will be 
taken in by any lecturer, and will swallow 
everything he is told. And so he must not 
even be told anything that challenges Army 
orthodoxy. 


This is, in fact, a totalitarian view of 
people. It is ironic that the organisation 
which exists to defend our liberties should 
so closely mirror the totalitarian attitudes 
we are supposed to be fighting. 


consulted with his counsel, and he was 
given specific assurances that it would be 
seen by no one.” 
This statement was dictated to two news 
agencies, the Press Association and Ex- 
change Telegraph. Neither put it out. The 


statement was also given to the Daily 
Herald, which printed part of it. 


The BBC news on Friday evening, and 
several of Saturday's papers, gave the im- 
pression that the Law Officers’ statement in 
some way contradicted Michael Randle’s 
article. Hugh Brock, editor of Peace New's, 
then tried to correct this false impression 
and dictated a further press statement to 
five Sunday papers, including The Observer. 
None of them printed any part of it. The 
Observer printed 2 story with a number of 
inaccuracies in it. 

Mr. Dennis Walsh, solicitor for Mr. Mul- 
holland, told Michael Randle last Tuesday 
that none of the evidence which the Law 
Officers admitted was in the hands of the 
Radclifle Tribunal by February 7 was made 
available to Mr. Mulholland’s lawyers. 

It may well be that Mr, Vassall’s statement 
would not have altered the decision at Mr. 
Mulholland’s trial. But the fact remains 
that the authorities withheld information 
which was relevant to Mr. Mulholland’s 
defence, and this suggests that he was im- 
properly convicted. 

We have confined ourselvés to evidence re- 
lating "to .the case of’ Mr: “Mulholland. 
When the report of the Radcliffe Tribunal 
is published Peace: News will’ discuss: more 
fully the other issués™raised. , 
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EASTER HOLIDAY ; 
Advertisement copy and details for 
Diary, iniended {or publication in 
Peace News dated April 12 must be 
received by Thursday, April 4 at the 
latest. 


Peanuts Club 


No club on Saturday, 30 March, but join the 

NEW IBERIA BAND and folk singers on the 

Ali East London Torchlignt Process'a1 

(see Diary paige) 

What is the address of the Singapore Anti- 
Nuclear Associ cio3 / 

V/ho is planning the Easter 
G-eece 

Vihat ere the essential 
Genocide Convention ? 

Is there a war resisters’ journal in Sweden? 

West were the moalor decisions of the 
Oxford Conference of Non-aligned 
Feces Organisations 

How are the Danish trade unions involved 
in the E ster Marches? 

Which &merican journal gives details of 
the effects of nuclear war? 


These are some of the questions answered 
in the 


PEACE 
INFORMATION 
BULLETIN 


Out on March 27, with a foreword by 
Kenneth Lee and Dr. Wolf. Published by 
the International Peace Bureau as a service 
to the International Confederation for Dis- 
armament and Peace and obtainable from 
Gandhi Peace Foundation 
Raighat, New Delhi, India. Rs. 1.50 
Housmans, The Peace News Bookshop 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.I. 2s. 
International Peace Bureass 
8 rue Charles-Bennet, Geneva, Switzerland. 
We25i:S: Fs 


Marches in 


points of the 


Turn Towards Pence 
218 E. 18th Street. New York 3, N.Y. USA. 
30 cents. 


OF THE GREAT 


THE ORDER 
COMPANIONS 
Service 3.30 Sunday March 24 

Peace News 5 Caledon an Rd Kings X 
Rev Magnus Ratter 

*“ Schweitzer in 1963” 


BUILD 
YOUR 


FUTURE 


LET YOUR MONEY EARN 
FOR YOU 


Interest accrues from date of 
investment 

“ Guide for Investors” sent 
on request 


ST. PANGRAS 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


For Social Saving 
200 FIMCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, ILW.3 


and at 
112 COMMERCIAL RD. BOURNEMOUTH 


Classified 


Terms : cash with order, 64. per word, min. 4s. (Box 


Nos. ts. extra). Please do not send stamps in pay- 
Ment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
teplics : Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London, 


NL. Please send advertisements by tirst post Monday. 


Acvertise in Peace News for results. Smalls rates 
above - discounts for series. Displayed advertise- 
ment rates on application to Advertisement Man- 
ager, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London, N.!. 


Coming Events 


Ewan MacColl sings and comments on the struggle 
for democratic rights in the USA, and “ Operation 


Abolition,’ a film taken on the spot at the San 
Francisco hearings of the Un-American Activities 
Committee. Conway Hall, March 22. 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets from C'ttee for Democratic Rights in’ the 
USA, 23 oid Ci., London, N.4, or 2s. Gd. at 
the door. 

Friday, March 29, 8 p.m. ‘““ Meet the CND." 
Public meeting and film show. Speakers include 
Mervyn Jones. Fentiman Rd. Methodist Ch., 
S.W.8. 

Kea ton and = Cheleea CND, * Why we are 


Marching.*’ Public Mecting, Tues., March 26, Ken- 


sington Town Hall, 8 p.m. Speakers : Constance 
Cummings, James Dickens (prospective Chelsea 
Labour Candidate), Stuart ‘Hall. Chairman : 


Anthony Weaver. Admission free. 


Unity Theatre. £50.000 purchase and rebuilding 
appeal. Grand Dance, St. Pancras Town Hall, Sat., 


-3 March, 7.30. Tickets from theatre, 1 Goldington 


St. NW. Ss. single, 9s. double; at door. 6s. 
single, 10s. double, 

Holiday Accommodation 
Lamorna Cove. Two-berth gypsy caravan, Sole 


van, lovely secluded site. 
Gas fire, lights, cooking. Everything for use except 
linen. 5-6 gns. per week, including gas. Gibbs, 
Lamorna, Penzance. 


Interior-sprung mattress. 


Norfolk Coast, Sea Palling. Broadland Village, 
tonic air, wonderful beaches. Woodbine Guest Hse. 
offers tasty, wholesome vegetarian catering (all home 
cooking), comfortable accom., H. and C. Informal! 
holidays, pleasant company. Tel.: Hickling 236. 


Weston-super-Mare, Milford Lodge, 
quiet part of sea front, 7-9 gns. 
G., M. and H, Hather. 


Private Hotel, 
Quaker owned. 


Personal 


Family planning. Write for booklet, discount price 
list and free sample offer. Premier, 50 Black Lion 
St., Brighton. 


Peace News and Housmans Bookshop are open 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, to 1 p.m. on 


Saturday. Visitors and voluntary helpers always 
welcome. 5 Caledonian Rd., King's Cross, London, 
N.1. (TER 4473.) 


Peanuts Club. No jazz this Saturday. Folk songs 
as usual Sunday. 


Personal Reminder 
Cedric Dann, 
NOR 416. 


Service.  Enquirers welcome 
125 George Borrow Road, Norwich. 


Rush Matting, looks good, wears well, any room. 
To nearest 12% at Is 9d sq. ft.. ar stock sizes Vox 
Two bachelors (London) interested in good con- 
versation all subjects would like to mect two young 
ladies similarly inclined. Box No. 158. 
Voluntary workers welenmed in National Committee 
of 100 office. Please ‘phone: ARChway 1239. 


War Resisters International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps. 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Mdx. 


Literature 
Britain's Socialist Weekly - vigorous, forthright and 
anti-war - the ‘'* Socialist Leader." News com- 


ments, pictures and cartoons for unilateralists, trade 
unionists, colonial freedom workers, Socialist theo- 
reticians, Fourpence weekly. From your newsagent 
or local I.L.P. branch, or by post from 197 King's 
Cross Rd., London, W.C.1, eight wecks’ post free 
trial rate 3s, 


Committee of 100 Bulletin, issued on Ist_and 15th 
of each month. 3s 6d six months. | First issue 
available now from: 13 Goodwin St., N.4._ 


Danilo Dolci's books are available from Housmans. 
Guuaws Of fd rune.’ 25s. °° Vo eed the Hun- 
ery."’ 20s, *' Waste.’' 42s (postage Is on one, 2s 
for 3). Call or write 5 Caledonian Rd., King's 
Cross, London, N.1. 
Housmans for Pamphlets. “Towards a Quaker 
View of Sex,"' 3s 6d (postage 4d), ‘‘ Inside Story " 
(Prison Reform Council), ts (postage 3d), 
“Anarchist Cinema,"’ Alan Lovell, 2s (postage 3d). 
All orders and enquiries welcomed. Housmans 
ee News) Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
al. 


Situations Vacant 


Friends Peace Committee requires shorthand typist, 
preferably with some experience. Apply, Secretary, 
Friends Peace Committee, Friends House, Euston 
Rd., N.W.1. 


Organiser required for West Midland and Birming- 
ham CND. Over 21 years. Apply, Secretary, 96 
Durhiam Road, Birmingham, tl. 


Situations Wanted 


Student, girl, 18, vegetarian, needs interesting worth- 


while work. preferably France. Switzerland, April 
to September. Interests, French language, drama, 
art. Diana, “' Tara,”"’ Bridgetown, Totnes. Devon. 
For Sale 

CND badges, pamphlets, periodicals, rubber stamps, 
envelope stickers, posters and all group literature 
and slationery requirements on safe at Housmans. 
Prompt mail order service, 5 Caledonian Rd., 


King's Cross, London, N.1. 


Wanted 


Scooter urgently needed for Peace News travelling 
sales organiser, new/secondhand, Offers, suggestions 
welcomed, 


Manager, PN, 5 Caledonian Rd., NI. 


YOR evar 
D | 
As this is a free service we reserve she right to 


select from notices sent in. To make the service as 
complete as possible, we urge organisers to : 


Send entries to arrive not later than first post 
Monday (Friday preferred). 


Include date, town, time, place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and secre- 
tary's address). 


Te publicise full details, book a classified or dis- 
played advertisement. 


i 


Remember to order copies of Peace News for your 
advertised meeting : Sale or Return. From: Circu- 
lation Depr., 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1. 


From now till 30 March 


London, W.14: 6.30 p.m. Olympia (entrance from 
tube). Collect leaflets for action in connection with 
Ideal Home Exhibition (see page 9). Committee of 
100 supporters. 


22 March, Friday 


Amersham: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse, Whielden St. 
Public Mtg. Pamela Frankau: *‘ The Artist and the 
Atom." Questions and discussion, CNP. 


Birmingham : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Bull St. 
Business mtg. and reports on mass lobby of MPs. 
Women for Peace. 
Colchester: 7.15 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Shewell 
Rd. Public Mtg. Peter Cadogan: ** The Anti-war 
International.’" Committee of 100. 


Coventry : 7.30 p.m. Herbert Art Gallery. 
Mtg. Speakers: John Horner, Prof. Paul 
thews, Geo. Clark. CND. 


22-24 March, Fri-Sun 


Tunbridge Wells: From 7 p.m. Friday to 7 p.m. 
Sunday. Mount Pleasant. 48-hour fast. (Freedom 
from Hunger.) YCND. 


23 March, Saturday 


London, E.I: Assemble 2 p.m. corner of Brady St. 
and Whitechapel Rd. ‘‘ Sanity ** selling and recruit- 
ing CND. 


Public 
Mat- 


London, E.1: 8 p.m. 9 Barnett Hse., Middlesex St. 
(entrance Stoney Lane). Party. Food and coffee. 
Bring own drinks. 2s 6d. CNP). 


London, N.W.t: 8 p.m, 23 Rochester Terr. 
Kentish Town Rd.). Pre-Aldermaston Party. 


singers, dancing. Adm: 3s. CND. 


London, N.W.5: 3 p.m. Islip St., Kentish Town 
Rd. (nr. Tube). Open-air mtg. John Brunner. 
Sanity sales. CND. 

London, §.W.1S: Boat Race Action! Cal! any 
time after 8 a.m. at 21b Carlton Drive, Putney, 
for posters, Peace News, leaflets for distribution. 


C'ttee of 100. 


Northwood, Middx.: Meet 11 a.m. Northwood Stn. 


for leafleting at Northwood Base. Details : FRE 
2483. 

Windsor: 8 p.m. Guildhall. Public Mtg. Speaker: 
Fenner Brockway, MP. CND. 

23-24 March, Sat-Sun 
Bournemouth: From 10 a.m. on Sat. to 10 p.m. 


an Sun. 36-hr. vigil on the forecourt of the Friends 
Mtg. Hse.. Avenue Rd. Peace fast_in support of 
Freedom from Hunger Campaign. CND 


Weston-super-Mare : Western Area Conference : 
Ronald V. Sampson on Leo Tolstoy’s Message for 
*oday. Commencing 4 p.m. Sat. 11) a.m. Sun. 
Milford Lodge Hotel, Beach Rd. Full f 
3$s.. or part pro rata. Book early with 10s. deposit 
*o Owen and Mat. Brown, 26 West St., 
Common. Bristol, PPU. 


24 March, Sunday 


Rirmingham: 7.15 p.m. Digbeth Civic Hall. Pre- 
Aldermaston Rally. Judith Hart. MP, Stuart Hall. 
Chair: John Rex. CND. 


London, N.1: 3.30 p.m. § Caledonian Rd., King’s 
xe Kev, Magnus Ratter: ‘ Schweitzer in 1963." 
Great Companions. 


Lordon, N.W.1: 7.30 p.m. St. Pancras Town Hail. 
‘Black and Blue.” Jazz and black humour. 
Geoige Melly, the Alberts, Agnes Bernelle, Adrian 


Mitchell, Peter Porter, and others. YCND. 
London, W.1: Assemble 3 p.m. Air St. (behind 
Swan and Edgar's, Piccadilly Circus). West End 


Poster Parade Group.. CND. 


25 March, Monday 


London, N.W.2: 7.45-11 p.m. Anson Hall, Chich- 
ele Rd., Willesden. Pre-Aldermaston dance. Jazz 
band, refreshments, tombola. Adm. 3s 6d. CND. 


Orpington: 8 p.m. Br. Legion Hall, Church Hill. 
‘Defence - is there a policy " Dr. Gerald 
Elliott, Peter Merriton. Chair: Ron Huzzard. 
CND, Labour Party. 

Southanipton: 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse. Coffee 


evening in aid of the ‘* Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign ** 


Speaker: Mrs. I. Candy. VoW. 


26 March, Tuesday 


Bristol : 7.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Gloucester 
Rd., Horficld, Films for Peace. ‘‘ Beware,"’ “‘ It's 
a Grand Life,’ ‘' Children of the Ashes,'' ‘‘ We 
very much Regret.’' Discussion. CND. 


London, S.W.1S: 
ney. Discussion 
“Young People’s 
C'ttee oF 100, 


8 p.m. 21b Carlton Drive, Put- 
led by Frank Dawtry (NAPO): 
Problems and Delinquency "’. 


London, W.C.1: 7.15 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. London 
Area members’ Mtg. — Business, future plans, dis- 
cussions, informal, PPU. 


London, W.8: 


Kensington Town Hall. Public Mtg. 


“Why we are Marching "'. Speakers: Constance 
Cummings. James Dickens, Stuart Hall. Chair : 
Anthony Weaver. CND. 

Wokingham: 7.45 p.m. Town Hall. Public Mtg. 


‘““ Why we are Marching " 


Discussion opened by 
Miss Inez Randell. CND. 


27 March, Wednesday 


London, S.W.1: 7.15 p.m. House of Commons. 
(Room booked in the name of Frank Allaun, MP.) 
** Unilateralism and the Labour Party - the future.” 
Speakers: Judith Hart, MP, Peggy Duff, David 
Boulton. Labour Peace F’ship. 


28 March, Thursday 


Swindon: 7.15 p.m. Central Hall, Clarence St. 
Barnaby Martin: ‘‘ The Voyage of Everyman IH." 
PPU. 


29 March, Friday 


Leeds, 6: 7 p.m. St. Margaret's Ch., Cardigan Rd. 
Jumble sale. Offers: Mrs. Enfield. Tel.: 53794. 
CND 

London, N.W.1: 7 p.m. Friends Hse., Euston Rd. 
Film: “‘ Ashes and Diamonds *’. Adm. 2s. Friends 
Peace C'ttee 

London, S.W.8: 8 p.m. Fentiman Rd. Meth. Ch. 


Public Mtg. and Film Show : 
Speakers incl. Mervyn Jones. 


** Meet 
CND. 


the CND” 


London, W.6: I 
Briefing mtg. for Budget Day demonstration. 
of 100. 


8 p.m. Hammersmith Town Hall, 
C'ttee 


Nottingham: 7.30 p.m. NCS Education Centre, 
Broad St. Rt. Hon. Philip Noel-Baker, MP: “‘Dis- 
armament’. Tickets: is. UNA (Youth Section). 


30 March, Saturday 


Birmingham: 10 a.m. Five Ways Clock, Edghaston. 
Pre-Aldermaston March led by Artesian Stompers. 
Maas Sanity Selling. YCND. 


London, 


E.tS: Assemble 6 p.m. 
march, 


a for torchlight 
advertising Aldermaston, 


and passing town 


Proceeds 


to fund for Algerian Relief. Contributions and 
helpers welcome. EUSton 3195._ IVS. 

London, N.W.6: 7.30 p.m. Lord Palmerston, 308 
Kilburn High Rd. Folk song and ‘“‘A Song for 
Aldermaston"’ concert. MC: Ray Edwards. Refresh- 
ments from 6 p.m. CND. 

London, W.C.2: 3 p.m. Manette St. (nr. Foyle’s, 


Charing Cross Rd.) Open-air mtg. 
car. Poster parade 4.30 p.m. CND. 
Windsor: 8 p.m.-midnight. Thames Hotel. Jazz 
evening, Pete Richardson Jazz Band, Roland Vaughan 


Richard Headi- 


Quintet Adm. 3s 6d. in aid of Freedom from 
from Hunger Campaign CND. 

31 March, Sunday 

London, W.1: 7 p.m. Mahatma Gandhi Hall, 
Fitzroy Sq. ‘‘ London on the March". Mtg. for 


London CND groups. 
CND. 


Canon L. John Collins and 
George Clark. 


3 April, Wednesday 


London, W.1L: Assemble 7 p.m. Speakers Corner, 
Marble Arch, for March on Parliament, moving off 
at 7.30 p.m. (Budget Day). C’ttee of 100 London 
working groups. 


4 April, Thursday 


London, N.I: 7 p.m. § Caledonian Rd., Kings 
Cross. Peace News Aldermaston sales organisation. 
Briefing Meeting. All helpers welcomed. 


6 April, Saturday 


Liverpool, 1: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Central 
Renshaw St. Bread and cheese lunch, 
village well in India. War on Want. 


Hall, 
in aid of 


London, W.C.1: Meet 3 p.m. sharp Holborn Tube 
for poster parade. CND. 


London, W.C.1: 3-5 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St., Euston. 
Pierce. Cataldi: “‘Experiences of an Italian Pacifist’’. 
Great Companions. 


London, W.1: 3 p.m. Whitfields Memorial Hall, 
(nr. Goodge St.) Tottenham Ct. Rd. Peace News 
Readers Mtg. with staff and directors. Speakers: 
Vera Brittain, Michael Randle, Alan Lovell. Chair: 
Geoffrey Tattersall. Discussion, refreshments. Peace 
News. 


get Peace News 


every Friday place an order with 
your newsagent today 


Film Viewing Session 
Ashes and Diamonds 


Wajada’s masterpiece set in Poland in 
1945 showing how violence breeds 
violence. 

X cert. Discussion follows. 

Rooms 7,8 & 9 

Friends House 

Euston Road NW1 

MARCH 29 7 pm 


Admission 2s at doors. Friends Peace C’ttee 


The Delhi-Peking international friendship 


march left Gandhi's memorial in New 
Delhi on March J. It will take about a 
year to cover the 4,060-mile route to 
Peking, 


The photo on the right shows G. Ramchan- 
dran, secretary of the Gandhi Memorial 
Trust, speaking at the send-off meeting. 
Above, right, is a picture of the meeting, 
and above, left, some of the participants 
are seen wearing garlands with spots of 
tilak on their foreheads, Left to right they 
are Tenjo N, Watanabe (Japan), Michael 
Scott, Rey. Fuji Guruji (Japan), and Bert 
Bigelow (USA), all temporary participants, 
Edward Lazar (USA) and Max Maxwell 
(Britain), both full time marchers. At present 
there are thrifeen marchers. This small 
team was accompanied to the first stopping 
place by about one hundred peopic. 

In a speech at the send-off meeting Bert 
Bigelow said: “At this place we get the 
inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi, the man 
who gave the world the alternative to 
violence and war. He called his autobio- 
graphy ‘My Experiments with Truth,’ and 
not, it may be noted, ‘My Discovery of 
Truth. He was always in scarch of truth. 
Likewise we begin today a programme 
which is also a search for truth.” 
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THE 
CRISIS IN 
INDIA’S 
ECONOMY 


The outstanding feature of India’s budget 
proposals for the coming financial year is 
the painful accomniodation required to 
meet greatly increased defence expenditure. 
In his speech to the Lok Sabha (Lower 
House) on February 28, Mr. Desai, the 
Finance Minister, proposed military out- 
lays of £665 million, as compared with £282 
million at the comparable time last year. 
In a country piteously poor, even by Asian 
standards, the added burden becomes 
almost unbearable. Informed pre-budget 
predictions under-estimated the task. 
Nearly half of all Indian Government ex- 
penditure will now be on military account. 
The equivalent proportion in Britain is a 
quarter, 


This military necessity exacerbates all 
India’s desperate economic problems, Even 
without the China war there was a foreign 
exchange crisis. Last year’s exports barely 
met two-thirds of imports, and reserves 
sank to a record low. Now a further sum, 
perhaps in the region of £350 million in 
the next two or three years, will have to be 
found for the purchase of arms from 


abroad. There is ne prospect. despite new 


incentives in the budget, of exports rising 
to anything like the extent required. Im- 
ports have already been restricted to the 
point where any further cuts would gravely 
hamper Indian industry. Of course sym- 
pathetic powers will help: they will have 
to, generously and unstintingly. 


“ An unprecedented burden,” in Mr. Desai’s 
own words, will also fall on the sad and 
patient backs of the Indian people. Already 
development has lagged behind schedule. 
In the first two years of the current five 
year plan (1961 and 1962) the increases 
achieved in industrial production, exports, 
and per capita national income were all 
substantially below the targets set. The 
second half of the plan period will now 
coincide with a rapid and expensive arms 
build-up, and scarifying sacrifices will be 
necessary if the whole grand design is not 
to be jeopardised. Higher consumption is 
again to be postponed, and the budget pro- 
vides for intensified saving from all classes. 
No one could possibly be tempted to facile 
optimism, But there are grounds for hope. 
In the recent past, as a result of bottle- 
necks, shortages, and demand weaknesses, 


the Indian economy was running at less 
than full stretch. Some estimates put unuti- 


lised capacity at 25 per cent. Military 
demands have helped to right this; steel 
production, for example, which haJ been 
sagging, has now soared. It is just possible 
that higher growth rates can be achieved - 
perhaps 5 per cent per annum in place of 
the present 3 per cent. 


But the size of the budget deficit - almost 
entirely on account of the new leyel of 
defence outlays - threatens to plunge the 
country into a hell of inflation. In the past 
two years, by -the application of stringent 
fiscal measures. Mr. Desai has contained 
price rises with some success. He now pro- 
poses to tighten the screw. The future of 
the present plan hinges on his calculations 
and on the response of the sorely tried 
Indian peopie. 


Nothing could so urgently underline the 
need for world disarmament as this cruel 
handicap imposed on one of the world’s 
back-starters. The world watches India’s 
plight with compassion. — It should also 
watch with guilt. 
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ARAB UNITY AND DEMOCRACY 


At one month’s interval to the very day, 
two revolutions have taken place in the 
Middle East, both of them laying claim to 
the ideals of pan-Arabism, socialism and 
freedom. In Baghdad and Damascus gov- 
emments dominated by the Baath Party 
have seized power as the result of military 
coups with obviously similar methods, In 
both places those who planned the coup 
have invoked the need “to unite the Arab 
nation” on the foundations of “ socialism 
and freedom.” In both.places there is the 
same virulent anti-Communism and, in 
defferent degrees, the same contempt for 
parliamentary democracy. In both places 
there is the same display of ultra-nation- 
alism which characterises as “traitors” and 
“foreign agents” all those who, whatever 
their political or ideological position, refuse 
to toe the line. 


¢ 


Two words crop up most frequently in the 
debate which is now taking place on the 
theme of Arab unity: ‘“ Baathism” and 
“ Nasserism.” 


Baathists and Nasserists both call for the 
“reunification of the Arab nation from the 
Arabic (Persian) Gulf to the Atlantic 
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Ocean,” claiming as theirs a dream which 
poets, writers and Arab theoreticians have 
continuously evoked since the golden age 
of Islam. But since the end of the second 
world war, and the movement for national 
liberation which followed it in Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East, the idea of Arab 
union, of Arab nationalism, has been ex- 
tended and has to some extent taken root 
in the mass of ordinary people. It has 
broken radically with the idea of a feudal 
Arab empire advocated by Shereef Hussein, 
the Hashemites, and no doubt also by 
Lawrence of Arabia, Arab nationalism has 
in a sense been “ socialised,” and the aspi- 
ration of Arab intellectuals for union has 
become linked with the aspirations of 
the masses for social! justice and individual 
freedom. From this it is easy to under- 
stand why the modern advocates of pan- 
Arabism almost always associate it with the 
two words “ socialism ” and “freedom.” It 
is also easy to understand why the appeal 
to Arab unity almost always provokes a 
favourable response in the Arab masses. 


However, the first great modem experiment 
in pan-Arab union, the United Arab Re- 
public. ended in total failure in spite of the 
many hopes it had raised in Egypt and 
Syria, For the very first time in modern 
history two Arab states agreed, after a 
popular referendum, to unite completely 
and organically with the ultimate goal of 
becoming a single entity, a single people. 


The experiment failed because, carried out 
hurriedly and out of fear of Communism, 


it took no account of the fundamental 
differences which divided the two countries 
in the social, economic, historical and poli- 
tical spheres. It wasn’t enough that the 
Syrians and Egyptians spoke the same 
language and had psychological affinities 
for them to become a single entity, fused in 
the same melting-pot by simple decrees 
promulgated at the top. The Syrian- 
Egyptian agreement, which was in fact the 
first experiment in ‘“ Nasserism,” in many 
ways operated favourably for Egyptian 
business and political interests. Its failure 
was a serious blow for the pan-Arabic 
vision and for “ Nasserism.” 


Certain points became clear from the 
failure of the Syrian-Egyptian union. 
Firstly, any attempt at unity is doomed to 
failure if it does not take into account the 
personalities, peculiarities and the extent of 
political, social and economic development 
of each component part. The projected 
union between the five so-called “ liber- 
ated’ Arab countries (Syria, Irak, Egypt, 
Yemen and Algeria) will come to nothing 
if it ignores the fundamental differences 
between the countries. Yemen, for instance, 
has hardly come out of a mediaeval era, 
while Algeria has barely recovered from 
seven years of war, and Egypt is facing a 
population explosion far greater than any 
of the others, 


Secondly, no inter-Arab union (in fact, no 
inter-state union of any kind) can be turned 
to the advantage of all those who belong 
to it if it is subordinated to personal and 


sectional interests, or if it is used to 
strengthen undemocratic regimes. The 
authorities in Cairo tried, immediately the 
UAR was created in 1958, to impose the 
Egyptian regime on the Syrian people, a 
regime that was based on the abolition of 
political parties, strict control of the press 
and public information, and absolute power 
of a minority which was not subject to any 
popular control. 


True Arab unity cannot succeed unless it is 
founded on the principles of democracy, 
respects fundamental freedoms, and gives 
to all the peoples who belong to the 
union the opportunity to prevent their 
leaders from abusing it for personal ends 
or for the advantage of their own social 
class. 


The new efforts in the direction of Arab 
unity which have been made possible by 
the coups in Irak and Syria may get going 
on a faulty basis and produce new illusions 
and new suffering for the Arab peoples. 
Run entirely by the Baathists and the 
Nasserists, whose ideological and_ political 
ideas are anyway not identical, the pro- 
union initiative rests in the hands of a 
minority of individuals who are afraid of 
democratic participation by their people in 
a genuine attempt at unification. There is 
a danger, as there was in the past, that it 
will be used {o serve narrow and selfish 
interests, and consolidate authoritarian re- 
gimes which benefit from the active sup- 
port of certain foreign influences. 


JOHN BALL 


On muddy ground 


Many important batiles have been fought 
on muddy ground: the battle for freedom 
of the press is one currently being waged, 
and though unimpressed by the present 
standards of newspapers, I do not think 
that increased legislation is the answer. It 
is odd that, while I find I disagree with a 
Labour backbencher, George Wigg, who 
has written an addendum to a Commons 
motion on the imprisoned journalists, I 
agree with a Tory backbencher. 
Mr. Wigg’s addendum would impose severe 
financial penalties on the proprietors of 
newspapers “which consistently indulge in 
adventurous sensationalism with little re- 
gard to truth or the public good.” 
Some kind of increased responsibility in the 
press is necessary, but must it come by 
Act of Parliament giving sweeping and 
possibly dangerous powers to the courts ? 
[ much prefer the motion tabled by Mr. 
Biggs-Daviscn, arising out of the “silent 
journalists’ ” case, which states: 
“That this house, mindful of past mem- 
bers and others who have sufiered per- 
secution for conscience’s sake, and re- 
calling the exemplary profession of Mr. 
Speaker More (subsequently Lord High 
Chancellor of England) that he died the 
King’s good servant but God’s first, is of 
the opinion that the dictum of the pre- 
sent Lord Chiet Justice of England to the 
effect that a good citizen puts the interest 
of the state above everything is unaccept- 
able unless so qualified as to remove its 
totalitarian implications.” 


* * * 


While on the subject of the apparent 


radicalism of conservative people it is worth 
noting what the leaders in The Times have 
been saying lately. 

On January 23 it published a leader con- 
demning the independent deterrent. 
ago The 


Two 


weeks Times condemned the 


Western position in the test-ban negotia- 
tions, and the sentiments it expressed are 
largely confirmed by the speech of Senator 
Hubert Humphrey, printed on page 9 of 
this issue. Later the same week it con- 
demned the “ever more  insidiously 
efficient” techniques of power, and the 
lack of proper safeguards. 
Last Monday The Times produced a devas- 
tatingly outspoken leader on the Radcliffe 
Tribunal and the silent reporters, It raises 
wider issues than freedom of the press. It 
raises the whole question as to whether 
institutional guarantees can be any substi- 
tute for individual action by people to 
whom freedom means something real and 
concrete. Much of it is anarchist in tone; 
its defence of civil disobedience could have 
been written by Mahatma Gandhi. We are 
pleased to reprint part of this leader on 
page 12. 

* * * 
Though the British Army now has plenty 
of recruits, a lot of them are quickly de- 
pressed by the kind of work they have to 
do. The other day I met a corporal on a 
train who told me: “All this stuff about us 
being in Germany to defend freedom is 
balls. All we did was to paint the bald 
patches in the lawn green.” 
It comes as no surprise to me that the army 
is finding itself short of “ good officer mate- 
rial’, and it is now desperately advertising 
in the national press for more. The adver- 
tisements certainly make army life sound 
exciting. They quote a lieutenant as say- 
ing: “In the army you can never be quite 
sure what’s coming next - that’s what 
makes it such a stimulating life.” 
The advertisements make a_ mysterious 
reference to “the lesser known walks of 
Military Intelligence,” which sounds a bit 
like spying to me. But what’s really rather 
pathetic about the wholes thing is the bland 
assumption that the world will go spinning 


on in the nuclear age just as if has done 
in other ages. The lieutenant quoted above, 
who was “never quite sure what's coming 
next,” looks forward confidently to “com- 
manding a regiment soon after I'm 40.” 
This would be around 1978, 
Let’s hope there’s no unexpected intrusion, 
such as total war or general disarmament, 
to interrupt this nice lieutenant’s career, 

* * * 


Recent anti-war activity in the armed forces 
in various parts of the world has raised 
again the hope that soldiers can be encour- 
aged to Jay down their arms 
There seems to have been some undue fear 
in people’s minds about the penalties for 
incitement to disaffection. Possible sentences 
of seven years have been mentioned. We 
have consulted legal opinion on this matter, 
and in fact the maximum penalty for a 
civilian who commits this offence is £200 
or two years’ imprisonment under the In- 
citement to Disaffection Act, 1934. 

* ” » 
A new kind of sit-down was proposed by 
Mr. Denis Healey, Labour’s ‘“‘ Defence ” 
spokesman, in an address to the Labour 
Society at Leeds University on February 
22. “The only thing to do with a hydrogen 
bomb,” he said, “is to sit on it.” For this 
reason he believed there would never be a 
nuclear war. 
I'm not sure how practical Mr. Healey’s 
simple recipe for keeping the cold war a 
cold one really is. Not so long ago I met 
the Defence Correspondent of a leading 
Sunday paper who told me of a time when 
he was on an American aircraft carrier. 
The heat was getting him down a bit, so 
he sat down on a solid-looking metal object. 
Immediately a sailor rushed up to him and 
said: “Hey, get off. Don’t you realise 
you’re sitting on a cookie? ” 
“Cookie ” is the slang, in case you haven’t 
guessed it, for nuclear weapon. 


Lawrence Scott 


This article is a shortened version of one 
which originally appeared in a pamphlet 
on “ Congressional Investigations and the 
Peace Movement,” published by Turn 
Towards Peace. 


At regular intervals, ever since the Mc- 
Carthy era, the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee holds investigations of peace 
groups and individuals. This usually has a 
traumatic effect on peace groups of an ad 
hoc nature working on limited issues and 
without a fully developed and stated philo- 
sophy. It sows seeds of distrust in the 
whole peace movement. 


It has been my observation that during the 
post-war years American peace groups have 
not engaged in co-operative or common 
front efforts for peace with the Communist 
Party of America or Communist oriented 
groups. They learned the error of that way 
in the decades before World War II. On 
several occasions a sizeable number of in- 
dividuals from peace groups have been 
pulled into ad hoc efforts which were later 
revealed to be Communist controlled or 
manipulated. These ad hoc groups were 
usually short lived and neither encouraged 
nor supported by peace organisations. 


Why have peace organisations had such a 
policy of non-co-operation or non-collabo- 
ration with Communist peace efforts? In 
the 1930's, during the rise of Nazism, the 
Spanish Revolution, and the actual out- 
break of World War II, peace groups joined 
some common front activities with Com- 
munist oriented groups, of which there 
were several at that time. The American 
peace groups found that the Communists 
in the common front would caucus and 
work together so as 1o manipulate decisions. 
They would not abide by democratically 
arrived at decision. On far different grounds 
from those of pacifists they opposed Ameri- 


December 1962 : hearing of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, on 
alleged Commanist infiltration of 
Women Strike for Peace. 
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The American peace movement 


and the Communist issue 


can entry into World War Ii and urged a 
negotiated cease fire while Stalin and Hitler 
had a pact. Then when Hitler invaded 
Russia the Communist groups in the com- 
mon peace front switched overnight to all- 
out crusading for the war, thus discrediting 
the whole effort. 


It was obvious to most peace groups that 
the American branch of the Stockholm 
Appeal, which developed into the World 
Peace Committee, was a Soviet partisan 
effort. Its members engaged in tirades against 
American foreign policy with never a hint 
of criticism of Soviet policy and actions, 
even in the height of the Stalin period. 
Some non-Communists who were concerned 
about the drift towards war were pulled 
into that effort and excused the absence of 
criticism of Soviet policy on the basis that 
they didnt want to join in the cold war 
hysteria. They approved of the World Peace 
Committee policy of remaining silent about 
the Stalinist police state oppression on the 
thesis that criticism would offend Soviet 
leaders and make breaking of the negotia- 
tion stalemate more difficult. They became 
the partisan counterpart of the McCarthy 
hysteria, obscuring the message of peace 
and spreading confusion into the cold war 
situation which was already bordering on 
psychosis. 


This made it absolutely essential in the 
interests of truth and integrity for pacifist 
leaders to try to publicly define the distinc- 
tion between a pacifist programme for dis- 
armament and the peace programme of the 
Communist oriented groups. There is a 
vast difference between the two. The 
naive assumption that if an individual or 
group is for disarmament and peace, that 
is good enough, is false. Peace cannot be 
obtained on the basis of partisan distor- 
tion; disarmament cannot be obtained on 
the basis of ignoring human values and 
freedom. It wouldn't endure for even a 


month if it were so attained. Nevertheless, 
the attempt of pacifist leaders to clarify the 
distinction between the two ways of work- 
ing for disarmament and peaceful alter- 


natives often brought bitter charges of 
“red-baiter “ and other such epithets upon 
them. 


But what of the problem of individuals 
infiltrating into the peace organisations ? 
This did become a real problem for non- 
pacifist organisations with a vaguely gener- 
alised programme or a programme on 
limited issues. They were susceptible to 
distortion or partisan manipulation. In 
some cases it split groups into contending 
factions and turned energies from working 
on the problem of peace to trying to heal 
wounds of division. This was not much of 
a problem for pacifist groups who were 
based on the thesis that both the means 
and ends in peace action must be in har- 
mony with non-violence. The issue of 
human values and democracy was more 
clearly stated in pacifist groups. Com- 
munist or fellow-travellers found very in- 
fertile ground there for sowing partisan 
ideas, projects or programmes. 


Pacifists and many others who believe in 
the basic rights of freedom and the prin- 
ciples of democracy have, however, de- 
fended the right of all citizens to speak out 
for peace. Many have publicly opposed the 
Smith Act which curbs the right of Com- 
munists to free speech and association. 
Though we belicve fervently in the way of 
non-violence, we have defended the right 
of Communists even to advocate violent 
means of political change so long as there 
is no evidence of arming for violence. or 
action to carry out the advocacy, and no 
clear and present danger of such a violent 
uprising. We have supported the indivi- 
duals who, because of conscience, have re- 
fused to co-operate with investigations be- 
cause they felt such investigations are 
attempts to deny the basic, inalienable 
freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. 
Most of us in the peace movement believe 
that any individual or group has a right to 
associate with whom he desires. Govern- 
ment agencies have no rightful power under 
the constitution to inquire into such asso- 
ciation. 


A few people in the peace movement would 
advocate, in light of the changed situation 
in Russia, that peace organisations should 
now change their policy with reference to 
common front peace activities with Com- 
munist or Communist oriented groups, 
They would say that the need for disarma- 
ment and peace is so paramount that any- 
thing which would be offensive to Com- 
munists at home or abroad should be elim- 
inated from peace programmes and actions. 
The clincher on that argument is that, after 
all, we expect American diplomats and 
officials to negotiate with Communists and 
come to agreements of co-existence with 
them, so why can't we join hands with 
Communist organisations in a common 
effort for peace ? Pacifists would consider 
this thesis as evidence of a lack of under- 
standing of the requisites for peace. 


Most peace workers, and certainly pacifists. 
do recognise the gains which have been 
made for freedom of the individual in the 
Soviet Union and some other Communist 
countries since the death of Stalin. We 
realise the deep emotional desire of the 
Soviet people for peace, the desire for 
friendly interchange and many other things 
which are cause for considerable rejoicing. 
Certainly pacifists have never felt enmity 
towards either the Soviet people or Soviet 
leaders. The more walls of separation are 
broken down the better we like it. 


Yet whatever significance one attaches to 
the post-Stalin liberalisation or the change 
to a policy of co-existence, the fact remains 
that basic civil liberties, free political 
choices, and the sanctity of individual rights 
do not yet obtain in the Soviet Union, 
either as basic principles or actual practices. 
Neither has the principle of co-existence 
cancelled out military power politics on the 
part of the Soviet Union any more than 
the principle of national self-determination 
has cancelled out military power politics by 
the United States, 


We can join with the smali American 
Communist Party in a common peace front 
when they are prepared to recognise and 
publicly criticise the military power tactics 
of the Soviet Union just as they now criti- 
cise that feature of the United States, and 
when they accept the principle of individual 
freedom, and that governments derive their 
right to govern from the people and not 
from the Communist élite group, I am not 
saying that we cannot have disarmed co- 
existence with the Soviet people until the 
Soviet Government is a political democracy. 
I am saying that no peace movement of 
sufficient power to bring disarmament can 
arise in America which does not guarantee 
the right of the American people to strive 
for freedom and democracy, To join in a 
common peace front with the Communist 
Party and Communist oriented groups be- 
fore they accept the principles of freedom 
and democracy is a sure way to guarantee 
there will be no American peace movement 
which can induce the American people to 
take initiatives toward a disarmed world. 


We could join in a unified peoples’ peace 
movement with Soviet citizens when they 
are ready to recognise and criticise the part 
which their Government has in continuance 
of the cold war and arms race, just as we 
recognise and openly criticise the cold war 
policies of our Government. But we can’t 
join in an international partisan lambasting 
of the United States, accompanied by 
silence about the military power policy of 
the Soviet Union. That would not be a 
peace movement. The effect would be the 
opposite of peace. 

This is intended as no criticism of friendly 
contact and free passage between the two 
countries. We need more of that. We 
need more free exchange of views at inter- 
national peace conferences, and we are glad 
the World Peace Conference has begun to 
allow open exchange of views which they 


continued on page 8 
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Albert Hunt 


CLICHES OF A 


MADMAN 


The new play at the Royal Court - an 
adaptation of Gogol’s Diary of a Madman 
- is very disappointing. It is clearly in- 
tended as a vehicle for Richard Harris (the 
star of This Sporting Life), who portrays a 
Russian clerk’s descent into ever deeper 
madness, and who is alone on the stage 
for nearly two hours. The trouble is that 
Richard Harris, for all his physical and 
emotional efforts, lacks any sort of intel- 
lectual control, and ends by offering us a 
soggy mess. The play would scarcely be 
worth writing about if it were not for the 
fact that the director is Lindsay Anderson. 
For Anderson has been responsible for 
some of the most exciting work in the 
London theatre in recent years. Even with 
conventional material. like The Long and 
the Short and the Tall and Billy Liar, he 
has achieved a quality of truth by his re- 
lentless concentration on physical detail - 
on gestures, objects, accents, movements. 
groupings - and by his feeling for the inner 
rhythm of a scene, his refusal to be stam- 
peded into an unnatural search for “ pace.” 
In the first half of The Long and the Short 
and the Tall, for example, in which we see 
a group of soldiers waiting in a hut in the 
Malayan jungle, most directors would have 
pushed the pace along with a lot of comic 
business, | Anderson aimed for a slow. 
natural rhythm. with long pauses, moments 
of stillness, and every speech revealing 
character picked out and given careful 
weight. As a result. Willis Hall's rather 
stock types were allowed to present them- 
selves as human beings deserving respect. 


Given more interesting plays, such as 
Serjeant Musgrave’'s Dance or The Fire 
Raisers, Anderson has shown _ himself 
capable of handling elements of theatre 
which most British directors have not yet 
begun to explore. One thinks of the open- 
ing scene of Musgrave, stark and bleak, 
with two red-coated soldiers playing cards 
on a drum, and the third, Sparky, standing 
on guard, picked out in isolation several 
feet away from them. Anderson held the 
composition, slowing the pace down so 
that Sparky's separation became a visual 
image that was woven into the organisation 
of the play (it is Sparky’s emotional isola- 
tion from the other soldiers which leads to 
his accidental death - which leads in turn 
to the collapse of Musgrave’s plan). And 
one remembers the moment in The Fire 
Raisers when Biedermann’s failure to grasp 
reality was presented in concrete terms as 
Alfred Marks stroked the beautifully 
polished top of an expensive table and 
described it as “plain, simple wood.” 


Most of Lindsay Anderson’s productions 
have shown him to be aware of theatre as 
an organised physical presence. In Diary 


of a Madman he pushes this to an extreme, 
offering us, instead of a story, the presence 
of one man and a number of props - two 
old tables, a chair, a4 mirror, some scraps 
of paper, a faded red curtain and a bundle 
of old newspapers. But unfortunately this 
physical reality is swamped by the emo- 
tional imprecision of Richard Harris’s per- 
formance, an imprecision that is added to 
by Anderson’s rather sloppy and conven- 
tional use of voices and music over lJoud- 
speakers - the voices of superiors booming 
at the madman, and the voice of a girl 
singing a pretentiously romantic melody 
whenever the madman thinks of love. 


There is a hint of what could have been 
achieved in the one scene which begins to 
work - a scene in which the madman 
examines letters which, he alleges, have 
been written by one dog to another. 
Harris sits behind an old table sorting out 
a heap of scraps of coloured paper. He 
reads from them in a curious and interested 
voice, coming to the end of one page in 
mid-sentence, and forcing us to share his 
curiosity while he rummages through the 
crumpled sheets, smoothing them out and 
searching for the ccntinuation. He com- 
ments dispassionately on the style. Dete- 
riorates, he says; it begins by sounding 
almost human, but gets very doggish later. 
“What rubbish!” he exclaims at one 
point in the middle of a sentimental descrip- 
tion of a dog with a spot on the end of its 
nose. 


In this scene there is a balance between 
the madman’s state of mind and an external 
reality. We are taken into the world of the 
madman and invited to share his percep- 
tions - but at the same time the scraps of 
paper, and the general ironic tone, hold us 
at a distance and root us in the world of 
normality. As a result, the madness is 
clearly delineated, picked out for our in- 
spection. 


This balance is achieved elsewhere in the 
play only in fragmentary moments - when, 
for instance, the madman, who believes he 
has been transported to Spain to be King, 
complains that the courtiers who have re- 
ceived him have shaved off his hair (later 
he tells us confidingly that he thinks he 
has fallen into the hands of the Inquisi- 
tion); when, in one imaginative composi- 
tion, he sits on a raised platform, draped 
in an improvised red robe, and suddenly 
tears the newspaper in his hand into frag- 
ments, tossing them high in the air so that 
they fall like snow all around him: and 
when Lindsay Anderson flashes on to a 
tiny screen scribbled dates which become 
increasingly incoherent as the madness 
takes hold. 


But for the most part both Richard Harris 


and Lindsay Anderson are content to rely 
on the clichés of madness to produce a 
generalised feeling. Harris crawls across 
the floor, whimpering, allows his voice to 
waver only between a high-pitched tremolo 
and a melodramatic bellow, and lapses into 
an uncontrolled Welsh accent at moments 
of stress. And the over-emphatic use of 
sound on the loudspeakers to fill in the 
gap caused by the vagueness of Harris's 
gestures suggests the extent to which 
Anderson himseJf has failed to come to 
grips with the problem of expressing a 
psychological state in precise theatrical 
terms. One minor clumsiness is typical of 
the production in general. There is an 
episode in which the madman, who imag- 
ines himself to be King of Spain, looks 
round in search of a royal robe. He sees 
a red curtain behind the door, drags it 
down, seizes a pair of scissors and begins 
to cut it to make a cloak. Here again we 
have the image of a disturbed mind grap- 
pling with concrete facts - but instead of 
allowing Harris to work at the cloth, Lind- 
say Anderson takes the easy way out, fades 
the lights down, and fails to hide in the 
darkness the shadow of the actor who goes 


to the side of the stage and is handed 
another robe which has already been pre- 
pared. When the lights go up again he is 
already dressed. 

There is, in fact, a feeling that neither 
actor nor director has worked long cnough 
on this production. And so the experience 
that is offered is empty and conventional, 
an exercise in style that becomes ultimately 
arty and pointless, And this is sad, be- 
cause Lindsay Anderson is better equipped 
than most directors to demonstrate what 
theatre really consists of - people doing 
things meaningfully on a stage. 

The pity is that this production will give 
ammunition to all those who think of 
theatre in a conventional way. Already 
phrases like “‘ non-dramatic ” and “ absence 
of conflict” have been bandied around, as 
if theatre consists of a set pattern that has 
to fit in with established rules. The basic 
weakness of this play is not that it breaks 
the rules, but that it remains inside a 
cliché structure of feeling. Perhaps that is 
why Richard Harris was given so many 
hysterical curtain calls by an audience 
which responded to his cosy and sentimen- 
talised picture of a deranged mind. 


Dave Gelly 


HIGH 
BROWS AND 
LOW 


“ And as to skill, he used to despise it and 
say, have I not ears, to Judge as well as 
any one? ...” 


But for the archaism of language, that 
could have been said of any Plain Man of 
today - any man who “knows what he 
likes.” It was, in fact, said by Roger North 
(1653-1735) about Charles II, and it per- 
haps goes to show that there is nothing 
very new in the pop attitude to music, or 
in the kind of criticism voiced about that 
attitude. The popular taste has, at least 
since the seventeenth century, always been 
bolstered by such a view, and there is little 
point in hoping for some miraculous con- 
version at this late date. However, it will 
perhaps be useful to have a look at its 
implications and at its latest manifesta- 
tions. 


Firstly, if a person complains that the 
popular taste is frivolous, he must neces- 
sarily claim that his own is not frivolous. 
In terms of music this generally means that 
he seriously listens to music. This, in turn, 
comes to mean that he listens to “ serious” 
music - that is his taste is, in short, “ high- 
brow.” This division of humanity by the 


height of the brow, however, can be very 
dangerous, For one thing, it sets a kind of 
seal upon differences in taste - confirming 
the virtue of the superior and inciting the 
defiance of those who, like the Merry 
Monarch, despise “skill or artistry. By 
merely claiming to be serious you become 
a highbrow, and you can’t really blame the 
rest for suspecting your superiority. 


The trouble is that many artists don’t think 
of themselves as either one or the other. 
They are too busy getting on with the job 
of making music to worry. But the audi- 
ence worries: “Is this worthy of our in- 
formed attention?” “Are they trying to 
put something over on us?” “ Better steer 
clear of it and stick to the stuff with the 
decent reputation.” And so we arrive at 
the classic position, ‘I like what I know.” 
The most recent casualty of this situation 
is jazz. For years jazz musicians have been 
happy going ahead as part of the general 
entertainment business. They have been 
“lowbrow” if anything, but never gave 
much thought to the matter. Anyone with 
half an ear could tell, however, that they 
weren’t catering to the “I like what I 
know" brigade. The music was improvised 


for one thing, and consequently differed 
from one performance to the next, and the 
forms changed for another. Sooner or later 
it became noticed that, despite the dis- 
tressingly false colours under which they 
had been sailing, jazz musicians had 
evolved a tradition and idiom of their own. 
They had a devotion and seriousness about 
them which set them aside from their “ low- 
brow ” surroundings, 


Such a state of affairs, however, could not 
be allowed to continue in any well-ordered 
system, so the world sect about giving jazz 
its “proper recognition” - that is, clevat- 
ing its brow. And this is where it stands 
today. As popular entertainment it is 
doomed because suspected. of pretentions. 
As “art” it will be in the penurious state 
of most other highbrow enterprises - with- 
out the benefit of subsidy. Since the 
strength of jazz lies in its rank-and-file 
members, its jobbing craftsmen if you like, 
and since those people don’t stand an 
earthly in the small and frantic world of 
minority culture. the whole thing is now in 
a tottcring state. 

Considerations of cultural class are, how- 
ever, supremely irrelevant to the business 
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Peace Corps si, Marine Corps no 


This is a first-hand account of the CNVA 
demonstration in Miami for a_ peaceful 
solution to the problem of US-Cuba rela- 
tions, A news report of the demonstration 
appeared in “‘ Peace News ” on March 1. 


It is public information that the Cuban 
Revolutionary Council has been the 
channel through which the CIA sends its 
financial support to Cuabn émigré political] 
groups. The CRC was formed, in fact, at 
least partly due to CIA pressure for the 
groups to “ get together.” It originally was 
a coalition representing the centre and 
moderate left, but the left pulled out before 
the Bay of Pigs invasion, and it has moved 
steadily to the right since. It was the 
puppet allegedly running the Bay of Pigs 
invasion. 


On Monday, February 18, the Council re- 
ceived written notification of our plans to 
picket their office in a legal and peaceful 
way for two hours on Thursday morning. 
We also planned to picket the local 
Strategic Air Command base on Wednesday 
and notified the base commander at the 
same time. Short press releases describing 
both planned events were then sent to most 
of the newspapers and radio-TV stations in 
the area, 


On Tuesday afternoon Det.-Sgt. Sapp of 
the Miami Criminal Intelligence Dept., got 
in touch with us. He reported that Cuban 
elements were appealing for 10,000 exiles 
to meet us outside the Council headquarters 
and he feared a riot. The afternoon paper, 
the Miami News, quoted Norman Diaz, 
who does two shows a day, “ Noticero Pan 
Americano” for WMET, one of the all- 
Spanish radio stations in Miami, as saying: 
“Cuban exile, wherever you are, don’t fail 
to be there - a hour early. We'll wait for 
them and pick up the pieces... . We shall 
see if they have the guts to go ahead with 
their challenge.” Det.-Sgt. Sapp also tried 
to talk to representatives of the Council. 
Dr. Miro Cardona, president of the 
Council, left town on Tuesday night, after 


Above left: Richard Harris in 
Diary of a Madman 
(photo: Terence le Goubin) 
Right: Thelonious Monk, a 
pioneer of modern jazz (photo 
courtesy Phillips Records) 


of musical, or any other, criticism. What 
one should be concerned with are questions 
of technical competence, honesty, and 
clarity of thought. It is from these bases 
that the emotional content of music arises. 
Of course it is easy to create a spurious 
afflatus of “feeling” by means of what 
Shaw called “‘trivialitics . fiddled in 
excelsis,” but this is just what criticism 
ought to root out. When Shaw wrote 
““.. ask yourself on your honour whether 
there is any difference in kind between 
“Stone Him To Death’ and ‘Under the 
Pump with a Kick and a Thump,’” he 
asked the most vital question of all. Is it 
the pretension of the work that is im- 
portant, or what it really docs ? The point 
is a cliché and the lines to be followed are 
endless, but one must not disregard the 
question. 


Dave Gelly read English and anthropology 
at Cambridge. He has a special interest in 
jazz and early English music, He plays the 
saxophone .and the clarinet, and at the 
moment, he says, is “trying to run simul- 
tancously the two somewhat diverse careers 
of jazz musician and schoolmaster.” 


refusing to close the office or grounds for 
the time indicated, or to make a statement 
urging his followers to be calm. On 
Wednesday Cardona and CRC vice-presi- 
dent De Varona testified before a Senate 
Committee in Washington, urging that the 
US invade Cuba. 


On Thursday morning we drove over and 
parked about three blocks away. There 
were just four of us - Pear] Ewald. 69. a 


retired mid-western schoolteacher; Bill 
Henry, 30, of Polaris action fame: Bob 
Cooper, 21, a merchant seaman and a 


novice in the movement; and myself. We 
had made little effort to recruit local sup- 
porters for the demonstration because it 
seemed a fairly dangerous one. 


I led with a sign saying “ Peace Corps, Not 
Marine Corps, to Save Latin America.” 
Bill walked beside me with a sign saying 
“Man will end war, or war will end man.” 
Pearl and Bob followed behind with signs 
“We Oppose Military Solutions” and 
“Thou Shalt Not Kill.” We passed a 
number of police at 18th Street and there 
was a large crowd of Cubans there. But 
as soon as we drew in sight of the Council 
headquarters the crowd there began shouting 
and yelling (mostly obscenities, but also 
“Communist ”) and pop bottles and stones 
began whizzing through the air. 


Before our arrival. Director of Public 
Safety Colonel Pomerleau, Sapp, and Asst. 
Police Chief Baron had lectured the crowd 
over loudspeaker equipment that the police 
expected the law to be respected by all 
persons; that we had a right to picket; and 
that anyone on any side creating a breach 
of the peace would be promptly arrested. 
At the insistence of the police, spokesmen 
of the Council had urged everyone to go 
home. Plain clothes, Spanish-speaking 
police mingled with the crowd to identify 
agitators. 


We walked past the side of the building 
and took a position on a grassy dividing 
strip in the middle of 17th Street, facing 


the front of the building. Crowds of 
Cubans jammed sidewalks behind us and in 
front of us, the grounds of the office and 
in the office. There was also a large num- 
ber of police, several fire trucks. police 
cars and paddy wagons. Stones, eggs and 
epithets continued to fly through the air. 
Police lines erected a rope barrier between 
us and the crowd in front. and pushed it 
back off the side walk on to the Jawn of 
the Council building, and police dashed 
into the crowd to try to grab people throw- 
ing stones. Four pound hunks of coral 
came whizzing by at an incredible velocity. 
but nothing hit any of us. Two newsmen 
were hit by stones while peering through 
their cameras. Finally Asst. Chief Baron 
came over and took our signs, “I'll take 
responsibility for this,’ he explained. 
Evidently the police no longer felt they had 
any hopes of controlling the crowd. 
Approximately ten minutes had passed 
since we began to picket. 


We were taken in a police car to the main 
police station. Evidence of the general 
hysteria may be taken from the radio calls 
to our patrol car, asking if any of us had 
escaped. Our guard looked around the back 
seat to see if we were all still there, smiled, 
and reported back that he still had all his 
prisoners. We were courteously taken into 
the station and frisked for weapons, then 
the three men were put in the drunk tank 
to wait for orders. Soon afterwards, seven 
of the Cubans were put in the tank with 
us. Although one of them had actually 
taken a sign from my hands at one point 
he did not recognise any of us. They had 
been so full of hate for the symbol we 
represented in their minds that they had 
Not seen us as human beings at all. 


We sat down on the bare concrete floor 
and talked. The Cubans were mostly 
middle aged, all shaking with emotion, all 
veterans of the Bay of Pigs - members of 
the Brigade 2506. “Castro killed my 
family - his family - his family!” one 
shouted. Another said, ‘The only way to 


deal with Communism is with shots. Bang 
- bang - bang!” This one softened enough 
to tell us quite earnestly, “Look, never go 
picket again. You will get killed for 
nothing, We will kill anyone who defends 
Communism.” We shook hands and were 
on the point of exchanging names when the 
guards came in. 


We were eventually released, after assuring 
the police we would not go back and re- 
sume picketing. They also felt that they 
could now obtain injunctions against pickets 
of Cuban organisations, and would arrest 
us if we engaged in another demonstration 
like this one. Ten Cubans were eventually 
arrested on charges of disorderly conduct, 
and, in some cases, resisting arrest, and re- 
Jeased on bail of $100 or $200 each. 


The 125,000 Cuban émigrés in Miami re- 
main an opportunity and a challenge. They 
are well on the way to becoming another 
Gaza strip group, embittered, politically 
intimidated and controlled by the most 
violent right-wing elements, idle, active in 
preparing terror raids on Cuba. Much 
human talent and ability is going to waste 
in the thousands of skilled teachers, accoun- 
tants. professional men among them. Many 
are sincere revolutionaries who endorsed 
the revolution in the abstract but could not 
tolerate the personal sacrifices it demanded 
of the middle classes. Others left Cuba 
voluntarily or involuntarily because of the 
continued denial of personal liberties, espe- 
cially attacks on religion. Some are Batista 
men who have only the limited concept 
that freedom is their freedom to run things 
the old way. I believe we did something 
to expose this idea to many Miamians who 
may have had romantic illusions about 
“Cuban freedom fighters” in their midst. 
I hope that CNVA or other peace groups 
will be able to do some follow-up work 
soon. 


Jerry Lehmann is a member of the Com- 
mittee for Non-Violent Action and took 
part in the San Francisco-Moscow March. 
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Danilo Dolci was interviewed in London 
by Richard Boston on March 12. The first 
part of this interview appeared in “ Peace 
News ” last week. 


How were you first led to your ideas ? 
Would you call yourself a Gandhian ? 


When I came to Sicily ten years ago I 
didn’t know anything about the life or the 
thought of Gandhi. After a little time, 
when I found myself directly involved, and 
after I had carried out two fasts, I heard 
Gandhi mentioned so often that I felt it 
was necessary to read some books about 
him. I found not only many great con- 
firmations of my own ideas but also very 
many illuminations of them. I realised 
that there was real revolutionary power in 
Gandhi; and, in certain positions that 
Gandhi took up, the best of sociological, 
educational and moral thinking were com- 
bined. J felt that Gandhi was not naive. 
Gandhi understood that the struggle is 
necessary and that it is won only with the 
most perfect means possible. This gave me 
a great deal. One important confirmation 
of my own thinking was to hear that before 
trying to solve problems Gandhi studied 
them very carefully. When I heard that 
Gandhi spoke of the power of truth I felt 
in my bones how true this was. For all 
these reasons I feel that I have got a lot 
from Gandhi. 


Could you say something about the work 
you did with Zeno Saltini before you went 
to Trappeto in 1952? 

Nomadelfia was a community to which 
1,400 people came. It was a community in 
which there was no private property, in 
which there was co-operation between 
people who had had an education and 
people who hadn’t. It was a tremendously 
useful experience. 


And presumably some of the ideas which 
you got from Zeno Saltini you have deve- 
loped in Sicily ? 

It was a different kind of work. Don Zeno 
was trying to make a world, an ideal city, 


Danilo Doici {Ne morality of 
non-violence 


whereas 1 am trying to be a yeast within 
the population, Don Zeno collected the 
most poor, the most miserable people, and 
then tried to make the ideal community 
among these people. As for example Abbé 
Pierre has so often done, forming com- 
munities of rag pickers. My work is quite 
different. Others say that people should 
become rag pickers; I tell the people not 
to collect rags, but to try and find means 
of providing proper work for everybody, 
because in a people who are healthy proper 
work should be possible. The people 
among whom I work are not the ill and the 
crippled among whom Don Zeno and Abbé 
Pierre work; they are healthy people who 
have got to find the means to work. And 
for this reason above all we are always 
trying to find ways to change the basic 
conditions of life. They are two quite 
different kinds of work in quite different 
surroundings. 


How could your ideas be used in a more 
industrialised society such as ours in Eng- 
land ? 


This isn’t an easy thing to answer. I'll 
have to go step by step, carefully, .. . The 
people of Sicily are simple people, 
peasants; they have a certain unity, a co- 
herence, of their own. Why do their stories 
seem to be poems? Because they have got 
a coherent relationship with nature and 
with life. This unity, this coherence, is 
insufficient, but it is at least a coherence. 


If we look now, for example, at the work- 
men of Milan, the workmen of the north, 
what do we see? We see that while in the 
south everyone, each peasant, is an indivi- 
dual, in the north all the workmen speak 
more or less in the same way. They’ve got 
a second hand culture. Their relationship 
with life, especially shift workers, is second 
hand. In their minds they’ve got a con- 
fusion of different kinds of principles. In 
general you can’t say they have a coherent 
way of thinking, they haven’t a unity. But 
in the true intellectual perhaps you find this 
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unity once again, this coherence that you 
find in the peasant. 


The problem for Sicily, for an agricultural 
area, is not whether to say no to industry; 
the problem is how to introduce industry 
and what kind of industry it is to be, not 
what particular kind of manufacturing, but 
what the quality will be, the relationship 
between the person and his work, between 
the person and his materials. 


In my work in Sicily once I have decided 
which areas have a unity from the econo- 
mic and sociological points of view, it is 
necessary to work in a way that will make 
sure that the people themselves are involved 
in the work towards organic planning, as 
much as possible dal basso (from below). 
They mustn’t renounce the best things that 
are offered by science and technology, but 
neither must they renounce their own 
fundamental values. 


I can’t speak about England, which I don’t 
know, but it seems to me that every area 
must find out what are its own values and 
there must always be this involvement of 
people; they must be able to see life as a 
set of choices between what they want and 
what they don’t want. 


Let me give you an example of how we 
try to act. Have you read any of the con- 
versations in Waste ? They are in a way a 
picture of how I would like to work. There 
is a group of peasants who speak in turn, 
one by one. When they have all spoken a 
kind of unanimity is created on certain 
points, almost a religious unity, and this is 
tremendously important - that people 
should have the experience of searching for 
something together and finding it. In any 
area it is important that as many people as 
possible should have this experience and 
realise that if you look for things together 
you find them. 


This is because in the world we are all 
underdeveloped. In Sicily they are only 
underdeveloped as far as the mechanical 
and technical side of life goes, because they 
don’t know that this kind of development 
is possible, But there are other places 
where people have no experience of moral 
development. It is important that every- 
where groups should be formed, that 
people in every area should look for an 
organic, complete development, not all in 
one direction, but a rounded development. 
What then is your attitude to something 
like the Olivetti factory at Pozzuoli, near 
Naples ? 


First of all J don’t think that education is 
sufficient by itself to begin development. I 
don’t think that education in its basic sense 
of drawing the best out of a person is 
enough. You also need new facts that give 
a precise experience to the people of those 
things that they didn’t know before. For 
example a factory, or a dam, they can be 
in themselves the new facts. I am not 
speaking of the factory at Pozzuoli you 
mentioned just now. I don’t know enough 
about that, but of the dam which is a new 
instrument of education, a new experience, 
it’s a cultural fact, and a fundamental one. 
For this reason sometimes certain socialist 
interventions in the field of planning are 
important because they bring new facts, new 
reality into people’s lives and enable them 
to have new experiences. 


You are a member of the War Resisters’ 
International. Do you see your work in 
Sicily as part of this. as part of the anti- 
war struggle ? 


What we call peace is the condition of a 
healthy body. This is on the psycho- 
physical plane of the individual and also on 
the social plane. Development work and 
work for peace are the same thing. A work 
that eliminates oppositions and contradic- 
tions, which makes for a healthy body, a 
healthy social order, is work for peace. I 
feel it is very important to take up a defi- 
nite position and say No to war, and it 
seems to me, above all in the tragic light 


of the atum bomb, that it has now become 
quite clear that the new morality is the 
morality of non-violence; but I think that 
we must be personally involved in creating 
forms of organisation that are stronger and 
more perfect than the organisations that are 
based on violence. It is not enough to say 
No to war; it is necessary to substitute 
something else for war. They are two 
complementary works if you like, and this 
is the relationship between my work for 
peace and my work for development. 


Gradually amongst people who work in a 
non-violent way this problem of peace is 
becoming clearer, people are interested in 
being able to cat and to survive, and be- 
cause they have these needs gradually they 
start choosing the best means of. satisfying 
them. One of the points which has be- 
come clear in the past ten years is this. 
Through its history each area arrives at a 
certain culture, at a certain morality. An- 
other area arrives at its morality and at its 
culture throught ifs history. If their his- 
tories are very different, what happens ? 
The cultural and moral instruments of one 
zone are not only not understood by the 
people of the other area, but in the first 
place they will not work in the other situa- 
tion. They don’t work because they are 
like cogs which do not mesh, This is clear 
if we think of what was at one time 
America or Russia. If we think, for ex- 
ample, of the morality at which certain 
African peoples have arrived and compare 
it with, say, the north of Europe, After 
saying that different cultures don’t under- 
stand each other and can't work with each 
other, it seems to me important that there 
should be meetings, encounters between 
these different cultures, between north and 
south, because in this way a new culture 
and a new morality can be born. 

Our work wants to have this meaning at 
the bottom of it, the meeting between north 
and south, between violent and non-violent 
moralities. As long as the two worlds are 
separated they can’t understand each other. 
The world of violence gives nothing to the 
world of non-violence, and the world of 
non-violence gives nothing to the world of 
violence. ‘This encounter is a basic thing, 
it is a simple thing, it is not a novelty; but 
the more time goes on the more important 
I think it is. 

Have you read the book by Fanon called 
The Damned of the Earth? It’s a book 
which theorises upon African violence. 
You come to understand that this is am 
expression, a product of their own history. 
It is from participating in new experiences 
that new cultures and new moralities can 
be born. This is something I feel very 
strongly about. 


Lawrence Scott 
from page 5 


formerly did not adequately allow from the 
conference platform, However, free ex- 
change of views about the fundamental 
things on which we differ, and vague wishes 
for peace, are far from being a common 
front for peace or an international peace 
movement. 

As for individual Communists and their 
sympathisers in peace organisations, and in 
the movement as a whole, there are and 
always will be some. It makes no differ- 
ence if the peace organisation is sound in 
principle and programme. One of those 
sound principles is to stay out of the witch- 
hunt business, but at the same time not 
allow principles and programmes to be 
tailored to please Communist sympathisers. 
Lawrence Scott was ordained as a Baptist 
minister and is now a member of the 
Society of Friends. He was formerly a 
director of peace education for the Ameri- 
can I'riends Service Committee. He is a 


member of the executive committee of the 
Committee for Non-Violent Action (CNVA) 
and director of the Peace Action Centro in 
Washington, D.C. 
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Sick and tired of secrets 


To many people a test-ban agreement has 
always seemed to be a relatively simple 
affair which the great powers should be 
able to agree to. It seems to involve no 
loss of military “‘ security” by either side, 
and the advantages to be gained by cheat- 
ing, even if this were possible, are hardly 
substantial. The suspicion has grown - and 
was voiced clearly by Walter Lippmann 
last week - that neither the US nor the 
Soviet Union is genuinely anxious to sign a 
test-ban treaty. This paper has repeatedly 
charged that the US, while accusing the 
Soviet Union of not publishing vital infor- 
mation on the detectability of tests, has 
itself been concealing information. Now az 
influential Democratic senator, [Iuwbert Htum- 
phrey, has confirmed this judgment in an 
important specch in the Senate on March 7. 


This extract from his speech, virtually 
ignored by the American and world press, 
is reprinted from “JI. F. Stone’s Bi-Weekly.” 


“Today [ have in my office, for my per- 
sonal use, document after document which 
is labelled ‘secret.’ I am told, ‘Do not use 
it; just look at it.’ But when I want to 
engage in debate with those who hold a 
different point of view on the issue of 
nuclear tests, and when I need the evidence 
- such as evidence on the VELA project or 
data on research by the Dept. of Defence 
and particularly by the Air Force - I am 
told, ‘You cannot do that; it is secret.’ 
Mr, President, I do not know how one can 
possibly come to an understanding regard- 
ing this issue if all the evidence is labelled 
“secret.” Mr. President, the people of the 
United States are getting sick and tired of 
this so-caJled secrecy. ... 


“When my colleagues read the secret re- 
ports and read what the senator from Min- 
nesota [Mr. Humphrey] has said they 
should also read the material [i.e., secret 
material available to senators - IFS} from 
which I drew this conclusion, I wish 
especially to bring to my colleagues’ atten- 
tion what I have just stated, so I repeat the 
sentence: ‘Moreover, the US system is 
capable of detecting some seismic events 
below the presumed ‘threshold,’ so that 
no nation could be sure that its clandestine 
tests would go undetected.’ 


“That is a masterpiece of understatement. 
The fact is that our detection capability is 
much greater than the press has led us to 
believe on the basis of the information it 
has received from the US Government... . 


“This question of the identification of 
underground events has become of such 
interest to my colleagues and others that I 
have requested the administration to make 
available to the public the five-year study 
of the detection and identification of under- 
ground events in the Soviet Union. This 
covers the period from 1958 through 1962 
and it shows precisely how many events 
were detected, and the ways in which they 
can be judged to be identified in varying 
degrees and the geographical areas in which 
they occur. This study shows clearly why 
the number of inspections and the number 
of detection stations can be reduced with- 
out in any way diminishing the effectiveness 
of verification. . . . 


“When the Air Force wanted to prove that 
Skybolt was what was needed to supple- 
ment our defence posture newspaper stories 
were spread all over the United States say- 
ing what a marvellous weapon it was, even 
though later the President had to tell the 
American people it was ‘ off target,’ that it 
was not all the Air Force said it was, But 
the Air Force wanted to publicise it. and 
they used it to shoot the President out of 
his negotiating chair at Nassau. 


“But when it comes to the issue of ad- 
vances in seismology we are handcuffed, I 
will abide by the law but I do not like it. 
I have said to the President and to those 
responsible for our position on nuclear 
tests that the American people need to 
know the facts, Tell the American people 
of our detection system. Tell them what 
we have. We are always telling them what 
a big bomb we have. Tell them what a 
good detection system we have. I do not 
say it is foolproof or perfect. I merely say 
the results of three years of research are 
phenomenal, and I challenge anyone to 
prove the contrary.” 


- Humphrey (D. Minn.) in the Senate, 
March 7. 


Hubert Humphrey, Democratic senator for Minnesota. In an important, and 
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largely unreported, speech in the US Senate on March 7 he attacked American 
politicians who are arguing against a test ban treaty, and the US Government 
for labelling as “secret” information which could help the conclusion of a test 
ban treaty. Part of his speech is printed on the left. 


Canada to 
Cuba walk 


A nine-month walk for peace from Quebec 
to Guantanamo, the U.S. base in Cuba, is 
planned to start in May, It will have three 
phases: 
1, Four marches will go from Quebec 
(starting about May 26), Toronto, Boston 
(about May 1), and Cleveland converging 
on Rome Strategic Air Command base in 
New York State. At the Rome Air Force 
base there will be a demonstration, pos- 
sibly including civil disobedience, on 
July 4. 
2. After the demonstration at Rome a 
combined march will go through New 
York and Washington to Florida. 


3. In November small boats will convey 
a selected team to Havana, from where, 
it is hoped, the walk will begin its third 
phase, passing through Cuban towns to 
Guantanamo. 


In the United States and in Cuba (if they 
are allowed in) the marchers will recom- 
mend unilateral disarmament, defence by 
non-violent resistance, and non-co-operation 
with military programmes. 


Further details about the project may be 
had from him at Polaris Action Farm, 
RFD 1, Box 197B, Voluntown, Connecticut, 
USA. 


Olympia 


A group of people, including Committee of 
100 supporters and others, is organising a 
daily action outside the Ideal Home Exhi- 
bition at Olympia until the exhibition 
closes on March 30. 


At 6.30 each evening there will be someone 
at the entrance from the tube with a supply 
of a specially prepared leaflet and copies of 
the Solidarity pemphlet on the homeless. 


The leaflet relates the facts about poor 
housing conditions and homeless people, 
and points out that “the housing problem 
could be solved - the resources are there - 
but instead £6 million a day are being spent 
on ‘ defence.’ ” 


The leaflet urges people to join the Com- 


mittee of 100°s march on Parliament on 
budget day, April 3, to protest against this 
misdirection of resources. 


Sane 


Carl V. May has been appointed director 
of development of the Southern California 
Council for a Sane Nuclear Policy. 


He was the registered owner of Everyman I, 
the boat built specially to challenge US 
nuclear tests in the Christmas Island area. 
He also organised Youth for Service, a 
street-gang project in San Francisco which 
involved gang boys in volunteer projects, 
much to the surprise of the community 
which thought of these boys as hoodlums. 
Southern California SANE has a membership 
of 9,000. 


Mrs Pearson resigns 


The Canadian Liberal Party leader’s wife, 
Mrs. Lester Pearson, announced recently 
that she has resigned from being honorary 
sponsor of Voice of Women. Her husband 
is a Nobel Peace Prize winner and a strong 
advocate of arming Canadian forces with 
US nuclear weapons. 


On resigning, Mrs, Pearson stated that 
Voice of Women was becoming more belli- 
gerent in tts opposition to Canada’s acquir- 
ing nuclear weapons. 

“This was not the case when I first became 


associated with it,” she said. - Toronto 
Globe and Mail, March 12. 


Georgia progress 


The Governor of Georgia, Carl E. Sanders, 
signed a bill on March [4 raising the mini- 
mum. age for execution in Georgia from 10 
to 17, according to last Friday's New York 
Times. Although the law fixing the mini- 
mum age for execution at 10 was a hun- 
dred years old, no one under the age of 16 
has ever been executed in Georgia. The 
new law will not benefit Preston Cobb, Jr., 
a 17-year-old Negro, sentenced to death 
when he was 15 for the murder of his 
white employer. Preston Cobb is. still 
awaiting execution. 


Prime Minister declines our offer 


On March 12 Eric Lubbock, MP, asked the 
Prime Minister in the House of Commons 
what reply he has sent to the letter ad- 
dressed to him by Hugh Brock, editor of 
“ Peace News.” The letter had offered the 
Black Paper, copyright free, to the Govern- 
ment for mass distribution. 


The Prime Minister replied: “I have de- 
clined Mr, Brock’s offer.” 


Mr. Lubbock: If he has declined this offer 
from Mr. Brock, will the Prime Minister 
say whether he will make some other 
account available to the public in accord- 
ance with the undertaking given in the 
Statement on Defence - the Government 
have always recognised the importance of 
informing the public about the effects of 
thermo-nuclear weapons ? 

The Prime Minister: I do not think there 
is any doubt in anybody’s mind about what 
would be the effect, in this or any other 


country, of nuclear war. The whole pur- 
pose of all national policies is surely to try 
to avert such a war. 


Mr. Lubbock: Why do the Government 
publish a leaflet which says that bi-car- 
bonate of soda and aspirins are specifics 
against H-bomb attack ? 

The Prime Minister: If the hon. member is 
trying to denigrate the Civil Defence service 
he is making a mistake, because however 
terrible the situation might be, it is surely 
our duty to take whatever possible steps 
can be taken to mitigate it. 

Qn March 13 Mr. Lubbock told ‘“ Peace 
News”: “I deeply resent the insinuation 
in the Prime Minister’s last answer that 
criticisms of the Government’s policy are to 
be construed as criticisms of the very fine 
people in the Civil Defence service. This 
wilful misrepresentation has been made 
time and again, and I am shocked that the 
Prime Minister himself should stoop to it.” 


Viarch on Parliament 
BUDGET DAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3 


organised by Committee of 100 local working groups 
assemble Speakers Corner, Marble Arch, 7 pm 


AGAINST TAXATION FOR NUCLEAR WAR 


CAMPAIGN CARAVAN WORKSHOPS 


The Workshops announce the publication of their first pamphlet 


SECOND WIND 


The story of the Campaign and the Committee of 100, by George Clark 


Publication date : April 2. Price one shilling. (Postage 3d.) Order your copy and please 
help by sending cash with order (not postage stamps). 


Orders for pamphlets and further information write to : 
Campaign Caravan, 197 Kings Cross Road, London, W.C.1. BRU 6519. 
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HOMOSEXUALITY 
AND VIOLENCE 


“The Wolfenden Committee was appointed 
in August, 1954; it reported in September, 
1957; its report was debated by the House 
of Lords in December, 1957, and by the 
Commons in November, 1958. Six years 
after the appointment of the Committee, 
and nearly three years after it issued, with 
one dissentient, a report recommending that 
British law should be brought into line not 
only with that of almost all civilised coun- 
fries, not only with British law relating to 
female homosexuality (which is not, and 
never has been, an offence in this country), 
but - far more important - with the most 
modern discoveries and conclusions of 
biologists, psychiatrists, sociologists, church- 
men, welfare workers and penologists - 
even after all this time there has been no 
move by the Government to bring in legis- 
lation that would remove so potent a source 
of crime, corruption and misery as the law 
relating to homosexual offences between 
consenting male adults in private.” 
Thus the leading article in the Spectator of 
June 24, 1960, and now here we are three 
years later and still nothing has been done. 
Private members have done their inade- 
quate best. Mr. Kenneth Robinson’s 
attempt was out-voted and Mr. Leo Abse’s 
more recent, modest measure was talked 
out. 
While the Government does nothing and 
the Opposition acquiesces, the situation 
grows worse. The hazards to which homo- 
sexuals are’ exposed underi\the» present slaw 
are well enough known '-‘blackmail,-intimi- 
dation, .robbery,) and | now,,, increasingly, 
yiolence., -Long: discussion,.. unaccompanied 
by the necessary action, has .created a 
situation in which the homosexual is looked 
upon as fair game by the lunatic and 
hooligan fringe. : 
The Homosexyal Law Reform Society has 
gathered considerable evidence pointing to 
the truth of this, and recently reported: 
“Several men have told us of experiences, 
all of which happened in the same part 
of London and bear a remarkable re- 
semblance to each other. All these 
stories concerned attacks by a gang of 
teenage toughs who are said. to. accost 
single men. accuse them of being homo- 
sexual, and then beat them up and rob 
them. Even if the accusation is not true, 
it is not surprising that the victims are, 
under present circumstances, very loathe 
to go to the police. If, in fact, they 
happen to be homosexuals, they can ob- 
viously expect no sympathy or protection 
from the authorities; and if they are not 
homosexuals they risk incurring unjus- 
tified suspicion.” 
Nor is this revolting sport confined to 
London. Recently in the North a 22-year- 
old man and a youth of 16 were charged 
and found guilty of assault with intent to 
rob. The man told the court that he was 


CND Stage Club presents 


FOLK SONG 
PROM 


Dominic Behan, Ann Briggs, Bob Davenport, 
Gina Glazer, Enoch Kent, Sandra Kerr. A. L. 
Lloyd, Leon Rosselson, The Four Courts, The 
Rakes, The Havirim Trio. 


The Empire Rooms, Tottenham Ct Rd, W.1. 
Tuesday, 2nd April, 7.30 p.m. 

Seats : 10s, 7s 6d, 5s. Promenade 3s 6d 
Members reduced prices (Membership 2s) 


Details and bookings : CND Stage Club, 


5 Caledonian Rd, N.1. 
TERminus 0284 
All proceeds to CND 


with three or four youths when someone 
sugested that they should “roll a queer.” 
He did not know what “rojl” meant, but 
he thought it meant teasing or plaguing a 
man, “I agreed to do whatever they were 
going to do.” 
In such situations, of course, retaliatory 
violence is always a distinct possibility, 
although some experts feel that homo- 
sexuals do not easily resort to violence: 
«  _ . the evidence at present suggests 
that the incidence of mental disturbances 
and delinquencies (apart from sexual de- 
linquencies) is the same among homo- 
sexuals as among normals, with two ex- 
ceptions. Homosexuals are probably 
much less prone to crimes of violence, 
especially sexual violence, but they are 
more prone to a sense of guilt, failure 
and shame.” (Stephen Coates, New 
Society, January 24, 1963.) 
Desperate men, however, will seek desper- 
ate remedies and, as Dr. Clifford Allen 
pointed out in his book— 


“ Not all homosexuals are of the “cissy’ 
type (in fact, during the war, the writer 
saw a number of fighter pilots who were 
homosexual and could be dangerous if 
provoked). The homosexual who is made 
of tougher stuff may murder the black- 
mailer te rid himself of his misery, or, if 
he is made of weaker material, commit 
suicide.” (Homosexuality, Staples Press.) 
I wonder if those who urged the need for 
education before legislation,’ sayirig that 
early reform ‘would only: remove the instru- 
ment! of persecution’ from’ the hands of 
the magistrate’ inorder to place it in the 


hands..of the mob, can view with anything 


other_than_dismay_the unhappy fact that it 
can now be devastatingly wielded by both. 
During, the month.of January_at least_ three 
cases have been ‘heard arising from the fact 
that,men had died,as a result. of violence 
cannected with homosexuality, but which 
were, quite different from those :discussed 
above. 

At Manchester Crown. Court..a 21-year-old 
man was sentenced to life‘imprisonment for 
the murder of a 56-year-old’ man whose 
body was found in a park: He was acquit- 
ted of capital murder, with which he had 
been charged when a watch which he had 
sold was identified as belonging, to the 
dead inan. He said that the watch had 
been given to him by the older man,’ who 
had made an indecent suggestion to him. 
In the park he butted and kicked the de- 
ceased, who had thrown a punch at him, 
and then he left him moaning on the 
ground. 

A 24-year-old man who pleaded guilty to 
a charge of manslaughter was granted an 
absolute discharge at Leeds Assizes. The 
judge told him; “I am quite satisfied you 
did receive a homosexual approach from 
a somewhat unpleasant person in a public 
house and I take the view that you didn’t 
do much more than a normal Englishman 
would have done. Unfortunately this man 
has died. I think there was some excuse 
for you hitting him but be careful how 
you behave in future.” 

At the Old Bailey a 16-year-old youth was 
acquitted of the manslaughter of a 46-year- 
old man. The charge had earlier been 
reduced from one of murder. The judge 
said, “A statement by the lad shows clearly 
that this man attempted to make homo- 
sexual advances and in consequence (the 
lad) hit him on the head with a decanter. 
That was as clear a case of provocation 
as it is possible to have.” 

There were all kinds of mitigating circum- 
stances in these cases, but the fact remains 
that already, this year, we have learned that 
three men have died violently and prema- 
turely in circumstances which could surely 
have been avoided in a healthier society. 
No-one would deny that’ anybody, man or 
woman, heterosexual~ or~homosexual, has 


the right of protection from unwelcome 
sexual advances, but it must surely be a 
matter of regret to all concerned when 
death ensues. Far too many heterosexuals, 
when faced with a homosexual approach 
which could be easily brushed aside, tend 
to react with a loss of reason, loss of 
temper or a sense of panic or moral out- 
rage. 
It is to be hoped that this reaction may be- 
come less pronounced as the true nature 
of homosexuality becomes more widely 
understood, but we cannot expect it to 
abate much so long as MPs, in this: sup- 
posedly enlightened age, are widely reported 
as arising in the House and saying as Mr. 
Godfrey Lagden did in the debate on 
Kenneth Robinson’s Bill— 

“Tn my opinion, in the general run the 

homosexual is a dirty-minded danger to 

the virile manhood of this country.” 
The recent deaths should rest heavily on 
the consciences of those who still go on 
spreading this kind of poisonous nonsense. 
It is at least conceivable that these cases 
would not have arisen had it been possible 
for homosexuals to meet in circumstances 
more congenial ‘than those at present avail- 
able. An early change in the law would, 
in itself, be a great help. Other countries 
have found that acts of public misbehaviour 
and importuning rapidly decline when the 
law is similar to that proposed by Wolfen- 
den. Since the Swedes changed their law 
the authorities there, have, concluded that 
homosexuality has |become .a | socially in- 
significant problem. 
The Observer (January 13, 1963) carried an 
article by’ Roy Perrott: about’ a” valuable 
Dutch’ experiment with clubs for homo- 
sexuals. These now have over 4,000 mem- 
bers and the social activities include, besides 
the ubiquitous bar, discussion groups, play- 
reading and music circles and expert lec- 
tures dealing mainly with the special prob- 
lems of the membership. When the 
Amsterdam ctub opened seventeen. years 
ago the police accepted an invitation to be 
present and since then they have never 
interfered with. the club’s activities. The 
clubs. maintain a library and publish a 
monthly journal. They function as instru- 
ments, not of proselytising, but of social 
integration. : f 
The many readers of Peace News who are 
not content always passively to await the 
pleasure of Parliament may well care to 
discuss whether it is necessary to await the 
final rejection of this discredited law before 
embarking on a similar project here. Such 
a move could do much to allay the alleged 
public concern about the dangers, real or 
imaginary, of proselytism, and would afford 
to homosexuals considerable protection 
from the attention of parasites. 
In the post-Wolfenden climate many homo- 
sexuals feel free to assemble socially, at 
least in the cities and larger towns, and the 
places where they meet are well-known to 
the police, who seldom interfere. This is a 
fact which was quickly grasped by many 
with an eye to the main chance and it is 
only section 26 of the 1961 Licensing Act 
which has saved us from a proliferation of 
profit-seeking, proprietary clubs seeking to 
“ cater for’ homosexuals, 
Within this new-found tolerance, it should 
be possible to follow the lead from Holland 
confident in the knowledge that any inter- 
ference by the authorities in the affairs of 
a well-conducted, non-profit-seeking homo- 
sexual club, or any attempt to infiltrate 
such a place merely in order 10 gain evi- 
dence of private behaviour which would 
not otherwise be available, could only be 
construed as acts of official bloodyminded- 
ness. 


Allan Horsfall works in the estates depart- 
ment of the National Coal Board and is not 
a teacher as was stated in the November 23 
issue of “ Peace News ”. 


THIS 
IS YOUR 
WORLD 


Three Days of Peace 


In an address before a United Nations 
Association branch at Motherwell on 
March 9, Professor Ritchie Calder said that 
“the UN, by its very existence merely as 
a point of reference, has succeeded in pre- 
venting the worst.” He stated that a 
measure of the problem to, be faced. was 
that a period of three days in December, 
1962, had been the first time for forty years 
when there had been no shots fired in anger 
anywhere in the world. - The Scotsman, 
March 11. 


Sex change 


In the Commons on March 14 the Prime 
Minister was asked by Tom Driberg. MP 
for Barking, about an article by Dr. Anne 
McLaren which had been sent to him on 
the effects of nuclear tests. The article had 
contained’ evidence supporting a United 
Nations committee estimate that “one re- 
sult of nuclear tests conducted up to the 
end of 1961 will be that, of the babies born 
alive each year, at least 3,000 who would 
have been healthy will be born suffering 
from genetic defects.” 


The Prime Minister replied that he had had 
the article studied, and then suggested that 
it was impossible to make “ numerical esti- 
mates of genetic defects.” 


Mr, Driberg.then asked the Prime Minister 
whether, “ bearing in mind that the author 
of the article, Dr. Anne McLaren, is a dis- 
tinguished geneticist at Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, who did not make this estimate lightly 
or carelessly,” ‘he would” re-examine (the 
question. 


The Prime Minister replied: “I agree that 
this. article, written by a very distinguished 
man, should be taken seriously.” 


Oh, | didn’t realise 


Hoax Civil Defence letters warning people 
to prepare for nuclear.war-have been deliv- 
ered to Southsea homes recently. One 
Istter warns ithe: recipient! to’ keep a box of 
matches “to ignite any unexploded’ atom 
bombs.” 7 fi 


A police spokesman commented: “I be- 
lieve this idea started out in America. The 
letters are harmless, providing everyone 
realises they are just a joke.” - Portsmouth 
Evening ‘News, March 9. 


Coid War on Ice 


East German. officials today, denied that 
there was anything intentional in their be- 
haviour during a world championship ice 
hockey match yesterday with West Ger- 
many. After the match the East German 
team was banned from international games 
for three months. 


The East German players were alleged to 
have turned their backs on the West Ger- 
man flag when it was hoisted. East Ger- 
many had been beaten 4 - 3 by West Ger- 
many in Group A of the championships. - 
The Guardian, March 18. 


Subversive ? 


Schoolgirls Joy Graham, 16, and Annette 
Green, 17, who produced a satirical maga- 
zine to taise money for the Freedom from 
Hunger campaign, have been banned by 
their headmistress, Miss D. J. Hamer, from 
selling it at Southaw Girls’ Secondary 
School, East Barnet, Hertfordshire. She 
says it has a political flavour because it 
carries a full-page advertisement for the 
Young Liberals. - Daily Mail, March 18. 


é i renounce war and! will never w 
Support or sanction another 7 


This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WCI 


Alignment 


If the intentions of the new international 
Confederation for Disarmament and Peace 
correspond to its published statement of 
aims, then the arguments in Mr. Stuart 
Hall’s letter (February 22) are absolutely 
irrelevant to the dialogue which he wishes 
to start. 


As I stated in my last letter, it is the policy 
that a peace organisation supports that 
should be the test of eifective co-operation 
for peace, and here the World Council of 
Peace and the new Confederation are 
effectively in agreement. 


{f to support complete disarmament is to 
support the “Eastern Alliance,” then no 
peace movement can be genuinely non- 
aligned. Nor can any movement that 
makes anti-Communism one of its essential 
planks. 


This is one of the characteristics of the 
cold war, and it cannot help being a back- 
ward and divisive step to introduce it into 
national or international peace movements. 
J. D. Bernal, 

Chairman, Presidential Committee, 

World Council of Peace, 

94 Charlotte Street, 

London, W.1. 


Crowds 


Discussing Elias Canetti's Crowds and 
Power in your issue of March 8, Nicolas 
Walter accuses me of “throwing away ” 
the whole of this book unjustly in my 
article about it in number 17 of New Left 
Review, The reader might have gained a 
wrong impression from this statement. I 
did not throw Crowds and Power away, if 
this means dismiss it out of hand without 
proper critical attention, but explained at 
some length and in detail exactly why I 
thought it bad, on the basis of a careful 
study of the book and other literature re- 
lating to it. Mr, Walter, on the other hand, 
does not explain why he finds it so good, 
contenting himself with a lengthy summary 
of the book and the simple affirmation that 
its ideas “make sense to me.” But the 
sense of Canetti’s ideas is certainly not self- 
evident to most people. Your reviewer’s 
argument seems therefore somewhat _per- 
functory, and well below the general stan- 
dard of reviewing in Peace News. 

Tom Nairn, 

New Left Review, 

7 Carlisle Street, W.1. 


India and China 


In reporting the start of the Delhi-Peking 
march, you say (March 8) that “so far 
there has been no indication of the Chinese 
reaction.” In fact, however, the China 
Peace Committee issued a statement on 
March 2 (reported by the Hsinhua News 
Agency, March 3) condemning the march in 
strong terms, and pointing out that one of 
its organisers, Jayaprakash Narayan, is 
notoriously hostile to China. 


According to the Hindustan Times, quoted 
by Hsinhua, Narayan said at Agra on 
February 26 that the Indian Government’s 
“present defence effort was inadequate to 
meet the Chinese threat,” and that a “non- 
violent struggle should be launched against 
Chinese aggression.” A. J. Muste, while 
admitting (Peace News, February 8) that he 
has “not read in detail the documents 
about the McMahon Line, the negotiations 
and the military manceuvres of the respec- 
tive armies,” is “inclined to agree with the 
Indian view” that Chinese military opera- 
tions were aggressive. 


To expect an enterprise led by people with 
such obvious lack of impartiality to be wel- 
comed by the Chinese is foolish, however 
sincere individual marchers may be. More- 
over, the project appears to take no account 
of all that has happened since the Chinese 
unilateral cease-fire on November 22 last. 
The Chinese have fully carried out their 
announced intention of withdrawing 20 
kilometres behind the 1959 “line of actual 
control,” and have refrained from setting 
up even civilian check-posts in four areas 
where there is dispute about the cease-fire 
arrangements. From India, on the other 
hand, besides the arms drive and continual 
incitement to hatred against China, come 
statements by Mr. Nehru himself that it is 
for India to determine when the cease-fire 
should end, and threats to reoccupy the 
very areas most in dispute. 


Faked photographs distributed from Hong- 
kong notwithstanding, there have been no 
anti-Indian demonstrations in China. where 
there is no ‘“ war psychosis.” While with- 
drawing on the Indian border the Govern- 
ment has signed boundary agreements with 
Mongolia and Pakistan; Afghanistan and 
China are also to negotiate, Under the 
latest agreement, “ while Pakistan has given 
up only claims on maps, China will be 
withdrawing her frontier forces and admin- 
istration from about 750 square miles” 
(The Times, March 4, message from Delhi). 
A. J. Muste’s lengthy articles did not really 
face the facts of where economic and poli- 
tical power lies in India, and in whose 
interests it is being wielded. May I suggest 
in all sincerity that the continued dissem- 
ination by foreign friends of India of dis- 
credited propaganda about Chinese “ aggres- 
sion” and “expansionism” merely serves 
to foster illusions, and can in no way help 
to solve India’s problems 2? Gandhi's name 
is frequently invoked, but, even if other 
considerations are left aside, he would 
never have been so unrealistic as India’s 
present leaders and politicians of al] parties 
have proved themselves to be in deliber- 
ately trying to keep open a running sore on 
their borders with China. 


China’s desire to settle her borders with 
India by peaceful negotiations remains un- 
changed. Sooner or later they must so be 
settled, whatever the consequences may be 
for Indian political leaders. For the Indian 
people 2 settlement can only be beneficial. 
Derek Bryan, 

85 Holden Road, 

London, N.{2. 


ALDERMASTON 1963 


A briefing meeting for sellers of the special Aldermaston march issue of Peace 
News is to take place at Peace News, at 5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1, 


on Thursday, April 4, at 7 p.m. 


The Editor will outline the plans that have been made and Trevor Hatton, 
circulation manager, and Alan Rushton, circulation field worker, will answer 


questions. 
Readers able to help with this special 
coupon below. 


To Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London, 


I wish to sell Peace News during the march. 


Please send me 


I would like them sent to my railway station at 


marked “to be called for.” 

Please send Peace News posters and stickers.* 
I have a car/van for the mobile sales team.* 

I will attend the briefing meeting on April 4.* 


I am going abroad to the march in .......... 


and will sell there.* 
*Delete where not applicable. 


sales drive are asked to complete the 


N.1. 


dozen copies of the Easter march number (sale or return, 5s dozen) 


Peace Centres 


Please allow me to thank those readers 
who responded with generous offers of 
practical help to my suggestion about cur- 
rent affairs bookshop centres, 

Since writing my puodlished letter my 
widowed mother, who lives with me, has 
been taken seriously ill - with leukaemia 
and following complications - so that my 
plans are in abeyance for the time being. 
I would like all who supported me to know 
that in good time I shall take up the matter 
again with even greater determination. 

B. C. Bevis, 

107 EEN Lane, 

Southampton. 


Aldermaston 


Again begins the interminable discussion, 
“What shall we wear for Aldermaston ?” 
Must one state the obvious ? One does not 
wear one’s best clothes, or even one’s ordi- 
nary day-to-day clothes for a fifty mile 
hike. The most rational equipment is 
clothes that are warm, sturdy, waterproof 
and of the kind which do not mind dirt. 
Now this kind of dress is not going to look 
smart, or even respectable. How could it ? 
But would anyone not a fool or a million- 
aire set out clad differently? Of course 
there will be a few who will cultivate deli- 
berate eccentricity, who will insist on going 
barefoot, or wearing long black clerical 
cassocks or red sombreros. We must toler- 
ate such people. There are only a few of 
them. 

As for those people whose hostility to the 
bomb is so feeble that it can be disarmed 
by the sight of a few beatniks, well, they 
are no great loss, For if we did not lose 
them on this account we would lose them 
later or for some other trivial reason. 

I do not much like the slogan shouting, but 
the rhythm helps to keep one going on long 
tedious stretches. As for banners, 1, too, 
hope to march behind that of the Federa- 
tion of London Anarchists, We have been 
against not only nuclear bombs but iron- 
clads and muzzle-loaders in their day. We 
have been against war for a century or 
more. We have the right to proclaim our 
opposition to the bomb and tell people who 
we are. . 
Arthur W. Uloth, 

202 Broomwood Road, 

S.W.IL. 


UN in the Congo 


Is the peace movement really on the side 
of Union Miniére ? This seems to be the 
implication of Stuart Morris’s remarks 
made in reviewing Andrew Boyd’s United 
Nations: Piety, Myth and Truth, that 
British criticisms of the Congo operation 
are “justified.” That the UN has been 
used for “ political purposes” in the Congo 
is all too clear - it was impeded at one 
stage or another by big-power vested in- 
terests in both East and West. But the 
remarkable thing about the Congo opera- 
tion was that, for the first time, big-power 
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interests did nor prevail. Whether the UN 
could have won without the use of any 
force whatsoever we cannot prove, since a 
genuine “ peace army” on this scale has 
never been put to the test; most people 
would say no, 

We have to have peace, but we shall never 
have a pacifist world; that is the thorny 
problem for pacifists, We can, however, 
have a disarmed world, when the powers 
realise that it is in everybody's interest that 
disputes should be settled by the decision 
of an impartial authority rather than by 
hired mercenaries, But until the new 
authority has become sufficiently familiar 
to seem “normal ™ it will undoubtedly have 
to be backed by some kind of force. The 
question of what kind and in what circum- 
stances the pacifist movement has never 
really faced. and until it does ic will never 
win the respect of the ordinary decent, 
non-pacifist citizen whose co-operation is so 
essential to create the majority opinion for 
peace on which the survival of all of us 
depends. 

Margaret Tims, 

137 Fowlers Walk, 

Ealing, W.5, 


HAND IT OUT! 


THE PACIFIST CASE 
on 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
LEAFLETS 


Testing for Destruction 
Ko Cuba 
Yes... . but - 
Need It Be Like This 

(‘ Vicky’ cartoon) 

Challenge of the H-Bomb 
Challenge of Pacifism 

Casualty Report ( Youth) 

Don’t be a Square ( Youth) 

Mind your own Business 
Conversation Peace 

(Questions answered in dialogue) 


2s a hundred 
FREE to PPU members 


For samples apply to : 


THE ORGANISER 

PEACE PLEDGE UNION 

6 ENDSLEIGH STREET 
LONDON WCl1 EUS 5501 


Security 


A fortnight ago, in the Air Estimates debate, 
there were not very many people present 
in the Commons. Indeed, Emrys Hughes 
pointed out that “ by the time the Air Force 
Estimates get up to £600 million, presum- 
ably we will be able to carry out our deli- 
berations in one of the telephone kiosks.” 
Emrys Hughes raised the question of morale 
in the forces, and he said: 

“ A fortnight ago two airmen were sentenced 
to cight months’ imprisonment and dis- 
charged from Her Majesty’s forces with 
ignominy. I do not worry about that, be- 
cause I was similarly discharged myself, 
but what sort of state of affairs does this 
reveal in the Royal Air Force? These two 
airmen wrote a letter to a paper called 
‘Peace News’. They were innocents. They 
were not plotters, engaged in a terrible plot 
to destroy the morale of the Royal Air 
Force, because they wrote to a paper which 
is read by all security officers in Britain, 
who are under the delusion that it is a 
Communist paper. They said that they 
wanted a branch of CND in the Royal Air 
Force. 

“They were obviously innocents. They 
might just as well have given themselves 
up to Scotland Yard as written to ‘ Peace 
News’. But what did the Air Minister do ? 
He sentenced them to eight months im- 
prisonment.” 

Now it is very good that ‘Peace News ” is 
read by security officers of the country, 


and we hope they enjoy reading it and 
profit from the experience. But we have a 
deep suspicion that these security officers, 
though doubtless well paid, are not pulling 
their weight in contributions to the “ Peace 
News” fund. 

We hope you care more for the security 
of “Peace News” than you do for the 
ideas of national “ security’? which these 
officers presumably support; we hope you 
are concerned more for the movement of 
non-violent action than for the policies of 
governments which have got the world into 
its present insecure situation. 

So please, if you can afford it, help our 
security by sending us some of the money 
that the “security officers” aren’t sending 


ADAM ROBERTS. 
total since February 1 


£312 


contributions this week £17 12:11 
we need £5000 by February 1964 
Please make cheques etc payable 
to Lady Clare Annesley Treasurer 
Peace News 5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 
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Peace pressure at Scottish TUC 


A dozen resolutions on disarmament, most 
of them strongly condemning Polaris bases 
and the manufacture of nuclear weapons, 
are down for discussion at the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress at Dunoon in late 
April, 


The Transport and General Workers call 
for an end to all H-bomb tests and warn 
against the danger cf contamination to pre- 
sent and future generations. The Draughts- 
men’s Association attacks “a foreign policy 
based on the threat to annihilate millions 
of human beings,” and declares that this is 
absolutely “incompatible with the trade 
union principle of international solidarity 
ef working pecple.” 


The Tobacco Workers’ Union views with 
“disgust” the “hideous investment in 
Polaris submarines by the Government 
whose only possible use is ihe massacre of 
workers and trade unionists in other lands.” 
This resolution may well lead to a headlong 
clash with the STUC’s General Council 
over its policy of trying to attract Navy 
contract work to idle Clyde shipyards. 


George Middleton, who will soon retire 
from secretaryship of the Scottish Congress 
and who is known to hold strong left and 
anti-war views, recently made overtures to 
the Government for a tegional share of the 
proposed Polaris construction programme. 

This official line of policy is likely to be 


hotly challenged by many delegates at 
Dunoon. 


So also is Mr. Middleton’s intervention in 
preventing a CND speaker from addressing 
Perth Trades Council on the subject of 
nuclear arms production and its relation to 


Fast in Hull 


Last weekend thirteen teenage members of 
Hull CND held a 48-hour fast in support 
of Freedom from Hunger week. The fast 
was intended to spotlight the fact that for 
well-nourished people two days without 
food requires no more than a modicum of 
self-discipline, but that hunger is a common 
occurrence in the life of more than half the 
world’s population, 


A collection for Oxfam in the streets of 
Hull raised £137 12s. At the same time 
members of Hull YCND distributed leaflets 
pointing out the folly of allowing half the 
world to starve while fantastic wealth is 
sunk in nuclear armaments. 


News in brief 


Last Friday two Soviet reconnaissance 
planes were identified flying over US terri- 
tory by US radar installations in Alaska. 
Both were reported as being inside US terri- 
tory for more than twenty minutes and 
penetrating some thirty miles A State 
Department spokesman said last Saturday : 
“ This is the first clearly established inci- 
dent of a Soviet overflight of the United 
States.” 


After the women’s lobby at the House of 
Commons on March 6, three British women 
flew to Geneva. Dr, Ann Synge reports 
that delegates seemed to be agreed that 
some if not all the obstacles to agreement 
are political. A point made by several of 
the negotiators, especially Mrs. Myrdal of 
Sweden, was that press and radio gave very 


Poor coverage to the disarmament ccnfer- 
ence. 


Sydney Goode, Past-President of the Adult 
School Movement in London, and one of 
the few distributors who had handled every 
issue of Peace News since it began in 1936, 


died at his New Southgate home last 
Friday. 


Party political banners and slogans are to 
be allowed on the Aldermaston march after 
all, it was decided at a meeting of CND’s 
National Council on March 10. 


EE ee ee oe 
Next week in “Peace News ” 

Dr. Terence Ranger: The outlook for 
S. Rhodesia. 


Darcy Ribeiro : “ Die if need be, never 
kill,” an account of the Indian Pro- 
tection Service in Brazil. 


Published by Peace News Ltd., 5 Caledomian Roed, 
Landon, N.1, and printed fn Great Britain by Good- 


win Press Ltd., 135 Fonthill Road, London, N.4. 


employment, (Apparently only the Labour 
Party may send political spcakers.) 


The Unien of Sheet Metal Workers, the 
Scottish Mineworkers, the Association of 
Scientific Workers - ihese and other Trade 
Unions and Trades Councils join together 
in the demand for the removal of the Holy 
Loch base and an end to the arms race. 


Although it is known that many Scottish 
trade unionists are actively interested in the 
new Factory for Peace project here, it is 
probable that the announcement of the 
experiment in peaceful construction work 
came too late to evoke support in the 
STUC’s 100-resolution agenda. This should 
not debar the several hundred delegates 
from having unofficial discussions on the 
subject, however, and it is likely that a 
growing volume of “ Peace Factory” sup- 
port will come from this 66th Congress of 
Scottish trade unionists who have a long 
tradition of supplying assistance to human- 
itarian causes, 


FOOTNOTE 


Last Monday representatives of sixteen 
trade unions met with three management 
officials of Cammell Lairds and agreed to 
co-operate fully to ensure the “ expeditious 
completion” of any Polaris submarine con- 
tract in Birkenhead, 


Dolci in Bristol 


Last week in Bristol there were fears of a 
clash between CND supporters and mem- 
bers of the Freedom irom Hunger cam- 
paign. Bristol’s CND group was to stage 
a demonstration outside a meeting organ- 
ised by Freedom from Hunger at which 
Danilo Dolci was speaking. When the 
secretary of the FFH group was informed 
of the plan to hold a banner saying “A 
World Without Hunger Means a World 
Without Nuclear Weapons,” she accused 
CND of “ pushing in.” 


In the end the demonstration was held. 
And when Danilo Dolci, a member of the 
War Resisters International, heard of the 
demonstration he went out and inspected it. 
There were introductions, and then he 
posed for a photograph in front of the 
CND banner. Bob Radford, publicity 
officer for the CND group, said later: “ We 
were very impressed with Signor Dolci. 
We feel very honoured, and at the same 
lime very humbled and somewhat lost in 
admiration.” 


Airmen: 
sentences reduced 


Sentences have been reduced on the two 
RAF men who wrote to Peace News advo- 
cating the establishment of a forces CND 
group, it was announced in the Commons 
last Friday. Edward Parker and Michael 
McKenna will now serve four months’ 
detention. They will be at the military 
prison at Shepton Mallet, where they can 
teceive mail. They are to be discharged 
from the RAF, their services being no 
longer required, and are not being dis- 
charged “ with ignominy.” 


Radio and TV 


Francis Bacon, the painter, will discuss his 
work with David Sylvester on the Third 
Programme at 6.55 on March 23. Francis 
Bacon’s exhibition at the Tate Gallery last 
summer was reviewed by Richard Boston in 
Peace News for June 15. 


The problems of old age will be the sub- 
ject of the next programme in the series 
Acquainted with grief and will be broad- 
cast on the Home Service at 7.45 p.m. on 
March 24, 


Three South African Government Ministers 
will appear in a programme on apartheid 
which will be shown on BBC TV at 9.25 
p.m. on March 26. The programme, Sabo- 
tage in South Africa, was made by CBS. 
Speaking for the South African Govern- 
ment will be Mr, B. J. Vorster, Minister of 
Justice; Dr. du Plessis, Secretary of Infor- 
mation; and Paul Sauer, Minister of Lands. 
Speaking against apartheid will be former 
Chief Albert Luthuli; Patrick Duncan, whe 
tuns Contact, the liberal South African 
paper; and the Archbishop of Capetown. 


Below are printed extracts from a leader in last Monday's Times on the 
imprisoned journalists, entitled “It is happening here.” 


What makes the business so grave is the degree of ignorance, complacency, 
and apathy towards the particular dangers perpetually threatening every 
free society that now stands revealed. There really are people who believe 
that the encroachments of authority, the corruption of society, and mal- 
administration can safely be left to the powers-that-be to pvt right. 


There seem to be even more who are convinced, though on what evidence 
is not clear, that after centuries of questioning, evolution, and amendment, 
the Law has at last reached so perfect a state that it must no longer, even 
on a matter of the deepest conscience, be detied. There is the asseriion 
that such defiance can never be right. There are denials that our liberties 
can ever be preserved or enlarged by such means. And ail this is taking 
place in a society that is supposed to be the most widely educated Britain 
has yet had, which has the means to be the best informed about the story 
of its past, and to which the crumbling of freedom among so many peoples 
during the past half-century should have taught inescapable lessons. 


Part of the rot is shown by the accusations of exaggeration and hysteria 
against anyone who sees the issue in such terms. How ridiculous to 
imagine that in Britain anything could ever go seriously wrong. The 
truth is that in a quiet way very much is going seriously wrong. The 
Executive has taken over power from Parliament. It rules, or fails to 
rule, by a tacit agreement with outside forces in the community that their 
authority also shall not be challenged. The administrators at all levels 
decide more and more without the citizen having effective redress. 


Many ways of thought in the Law are restrictive, secretive, and hamper 
efforts to preserve the true public interest. And all these hazards are 
faced by a middle class that, either through comparative affluence, weari- 
ness, or disgust, has thrown in its hand or lost sight of its responsibilities. 
Journalists have no authority beyond that of other citizens. They do have 
in their hands an instrument which, when courageously and responsibly 
used, has so far proved in free societies to be the most effective in in- 
forming, in promoting discussion, in exposing error and matpractice, and 
in preserving liberties. Acting responsibly, moreover, is not a matter of 
obeying authority or accepting unchallenged what the lawyers say. It is 
to put first things first and to have a declarable reason for any challenge. 
The lesson of the events of the past month is that, in the final analysis, 
the only people who can preserve the freedom of the press are the jour- 
Nalists themselves. It will not be done by the Law or by Government; 
it cannot be done by Parliament. It is mistaken escapism to believe the 
responsibility can be concentrated in a Press Council. Neither taste nor 
ethics can be authoritarianly laid down. The way journalists behave, the 
spirit in which they go about their business, and the kind of business they 
go about are what will be decisive. 


From Nichclas Sims 
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The force of law 


On June 21, 1962, the French National 
Assembly approved the Government’s 
“Fourth Plan,” which was to guide the 
French economy for the next two years. 
The Prime Minister at that time, as now, 
was M. Georges Pompidou, whose deep 
attachment to the plan was reaffirmed in a 
radio interview on March 7, when he ex- 
plained that in refusing the pay demands 
of the miners he was defending “ the limits 
Jaid down in the plan, our charter.” In his 
next sentence he declared that adherence to 
the plan, “which has the force of law,” 
was “the duty of the Government and of 
everybody in France.” 


It is illuminating to compare this statement 
with the facts given in a leaflet issued to 
launch the the French National Union of 
Students’ campaign for a “new deal” in 
the universities. The leaflet, published last 
week, shows that the public money allo- 
cated to education is 200 million francs 
(£14.7 m.) short of the figure stipulated in 


the plan, and the budget of the Army 
exceeds the allocation laid down in the 
plan by no less than 2,230 million francs 
(£164.8 m,). 


Leeds centre 


A proposal to set up a voluntary service 
training centre in Leeds is under discussion 
among a number of bodics in the town and 
university. The centre would train people 
for sociai service at home and abroad. A 
preliminary statement on the proposal 
states : 


“Many organisations, such as the OTC and 
the Boy Scouts, teach valuable self-disci- 
pline and skills, but these are unrelated to 
the situation we are trying to solve, The 
skills can be taught with reference to the 
needs of today.” 


COVER-UP - 
WAS PAID FOR 


RooUm 


The Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa has refused a gift of money 


raised at a fashion parade because a bikini was shown. - News item. 


